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Name in Full

Chairman of Publications Brian Coffey (271, 7

The Messenger goes to all Masons holding membership in
Subscription $10.00 domestic, $16.00 foreign per year

Advertising rates on application.
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Published Quarterly at 811 Mulberry Street, Macon, GA 3

Lodge Name and Number

If you have moved, PLEASE RETURN YOUR ADDRESS LABEL ABOVE
TO THE GRAND LODGE OF GEORGIA along with your new address:

u/

Lodge Name and Number

Street or PO. Box

City
Zip Code
Brethren, it is your responsibility to make certain your address is current.

Be certain your Lodge secretary has your correct address.

Current addresses are kept in the Grand Secrefary’s Office in Macon.
The Editor of the Masonic Messenger DOES NOT keep a st of addresses.
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From the Desk of the Grand Secretary

ANNUAL ELECTIONS

It is very important immediately after the December elections of Officers the r
sults are entered into Grand View (GLAD). Please provide phone numbers &
emai | addresses for Worshipful Mast
to be listed in the Georgia List of Lodges Publication. All Lodge Officers must |
entered into the election return with their contact information, including email a
dresses. Grand View allows the Secretary, of each lodge to choose the mailin
dress for where he wants Lodge mail to be delivered. This information can be
tered under Lodge Settings, then go to Lodge Contact Information. Remember
election returns must be entered on or before Monday, December 27, 2021.

MONTHLY CLOSEOUTS
On the first day of each month the Monthly Closeout of the preceding mont
must be completed. If a Monthly Closeout has not been closed out before the
day of the third month, the closeout will be lost. Remeahisgputsare in lieu
of paper monthly reports which have to be sent to the office, if you do not us
GLAD.

PLEASE NOTE THE EMAIL FOR THE EDITOR OF THE
MASONIC MESSENGER HAS CHANGED.

Please emalil articles of interest, 50, 55, 60, 65, and 70 Year Awards,
Masonic Book Reviews, etc. to:

messenger@glofga.org

3/ Winter 2021



From the Desk of the Grand Master
Most Worshipful Brother
Donald C. Combs

as Masons. Remember the reasons we joined this

great Fraternity and to also remember the obligations

Greeting to all my Brethren wherever dispersed, we took upon the Holy Writings and put it all in per-
spective. We are a part of one the greatest organiza-

First | et me say t o y o tionsteogfabeahe kaceYfahe eaith dnatine valued thaa

to serve you as your Grand Master. | consider beweglearned and teach are timeless in nature. Whenev-

elected to this noble position both a privilege andearthis Fraternity was founded, whether three hun-

honor, and pray | can serve the Craft with dignity almdd or three thousand years ago, the core values are

humility. | look forward to being with as many of yatill valid and unchanged and may be applied to the

as | possibly can during the coming year, howguesent day just as they were in the past. If we can

scheduling being what it is, it would be easiest tdig® up those standards as men and Masons, then we

to those Lodges and events where there is an ineéa- project something steadfast that can change the

tion so | can plan accordingly. That does not meamokld. It is my prayer, that together we can do just

will not show up randomly, just that it is easier to vikat. | hope you will join me in shining our light that

when scheduled. others may see good works and want to know more
about being a part of who and what we are as Ma-

Part of my plan to be with you, is to change the wamps.

the Grand Master Forums will be conducted. It is my

intent to be in each District on a Friday eveninglolook forward to serving with each of you and

Saturday morning and conduct these sessions $preading that Masonic light. More to come as we

Town Hall format with information presented ochallenge the Future as a Fraternity! May the Grand

current and proposed programs for the year and tAechitect bless and keep each of you!! So Mote It Be!

to follow that with a period where the Brethren may

ask any question of the Grand Master that they fgaternally,

needs to be addressed or answered. | will pledgeatmald C. Combs

you, that if | do not have an answer to your questi@nand Master

| will find an answer and get back with the questiotignand Lodge of Georgia F&AM

It is also my intent, to make a list of the questions and

answers so that they may shared in or with the other

sessions, and with the Brethren. The dates will be

published with times and locations for each district in

the Planning Packet, on Grandview, through your

District Deputies and on the Calendar. So, | encour-

age you to come out to a session near you, so that we

may meet with one another in fellowship and Broth-

erhood.

These are exciting times Brethren. My basic program
is Past, Present, and Future. With those words | chal-
lenge each of us to Remember the Past, Live the Pre-
sent, and to Challenge the Future. To just touch brief-
ly on this thought, we need to remember who we are
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Save the

April 9, 2022

1:00pm @ The Sandy Springs
Performing Arts Céenter
More Information to Come

See Grandview
GLOFGA.ORG
https://facebook.com/OfficialGrandLodgeofGeorgia/

Ficd W
s :;-.-kid“??._ :

MOST WORSHIPFUL MOST WORSHIPFUL

GRAND LODGE OF PRINCE HALL
GEORGIA GRAND LODGE OF
GEORGIA
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8h District
10h District
2nd District
4th District
12h District
Jd District
6th District
5th District
7th District
9h District
1st District
11th District
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Friday, Januaryr7 Philomathea Lodge No. 26, Elberton, MP
Saturday, Januatly 8  Scottish Rite, Augusta, MP

Friday, Januaryt4 Scottish Rite, Albany, MP

Saturday, January"l5 Greenville Lodge No. 321, Greenville, MP
Friday, January <1 Tyrian Lodge No. 111, Warner Robins, MP
Saturday, January®?2 Cordelia Lodge No. 296, Cordele, MP
Friday, January®8 Meridian Sun Lodge No. 26, Griffin, MP
Saturday, Januaryh29 ATL Masonic Center, Atlanta, MP

Friday, February 4 Cherokee Lodge No. 66, Rome, MP
Saturday, February*s Gainesville Lodge No. 219, Gainesville, MP
Friday, February &1 Scottish Rite, Savannah, MP

Saturday, Februarym2 St. Marys Lodge No. 109, St. Marys, MP

Friday Forums start at 7:00 PM
Saturday Forums start at 10:00 AM
MP = Meal Provided



2022

District Conventions

DISTRICT TIME

1% 9:00 AM
March 26, 2022

Dad 9:00 AM
February 26, 2022

3 9:00 AM
March 19, 2022

4 9:45 AM
August 21, 2021

5% 10:00 AM
September 10, 2022

6™ 9:00 AM
May 7, 2022
75 9:00 AM

May 13 & 14, 2022

8h 9:00 AM
May 21, 2022
9 9:00 AM

September 24, 2022

10% 10:00 AM
June 11, 2022

1™ 9:00 AM
September 17, 2022

12% 9:00 AM
April 16, 2022

Location Host Lodge

Garden City Frank F. Baker Lodge No. 46
Thomasville Thomasville Lodge No. 369
Butler Fickling Lodge No. 129
Greenville Greenville Lodge No. 321
Marietta Roswell Lodge No. 165
Griffin Hampton Lodge No. 70
Meridian Sun Lodge No. 26

Rome Cherokee Lodge No. 66
Elberton Philomathea Lodge No. 25
Cumming Lafayette Lodge No. 44
Augusta Martinez Lodge No. 710

St. Marys St. Marys Lodge No. 1094

Warner Robins Tyrian Lodge No. 111
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The Grand Lodge

®f Free and rcepted ﬁla"s‘mfs,:fnri\the?éﬁ;ate Bf @Bﬂl’gla

EDICT NO. 2022-1

TO ALL CONSTITUENT LODGES UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
GRAND LODGE OF GEORGIA, FREE & ACCEPTED MASONS:

I hereby issue this edict, to-wit:

WHEREAS, it appears that a situation exists on the Masonic Home Board of
Trustees due to the illness of one of the elected trustees which leaves one district
effectively unrepresented on the Board, and

WHEREAS, each district should have representation at all times on each
board, committee, or commission for which they are entitled to representation
under the Masonic Code, and

WHEREAS, the Masonic Code does not cover these circumstances;
NOW THEREFORE, it is my edict that:

The Grand Master has authority to appoint amember to temporarily act on
behalf of any sitting member of any committee, board, or commission created by
the Masonic Code and to confer upon him all the rights, powers and duties of the
position if the sitting member, in the sole opinion of the Grand Master, is unable to
perform his official duties due to illness or otherwise. However, if the position is
designated to be filled by district, the acting member must belong to a lodge in the
same district as the sitting member.

The sitting member shall resume the position and the temporary appointment
shall end when the sitting member is able to do so unless his term of office expires.
It shall be the sole discretion of the Grand Master to determine when the sitting
member may resume his official duties. The acting member’s appointment shall
terminate at the end of the sitting member’s term.

811 Mulberry Street  *  Macon, GA 31201 = Office: (478) 742-1475 « Email: gsec@glofga.org * www.glofga.org
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SO ORDERED and this edict is given under my hand and seal as Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons for the State of Georgia,
and under the seal of the said Grand Lodge, this 29" day of November, 2021.

Van S. McGee,
‘Grand Secretary.

Donald C. Combs, Grand Master
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SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR YOUR FRATERNITY
ON YOUR VEHICLE AND ON YOUR LAPEL

Having a Georgia Masonic car tag shows the public that you are a prc

Mason. But it also shows that you support the charities that your Geor

Masonic Charities Foundation helps fund, as a portion of each tag rec

tration is returned to the Foundation. Now you can also so that suppo
by wearing a Masonic car tag lapel pin.

(FREEMASON )

Most Worshipful Grand Master Giddens has made available this lapel
for all who either renew or order the Masonic car tag in 2021. Simply c
tact any Grand Line Officer with a copy of your 2021 tag order or provi

a photo of your 2021 tag to receive HRIEEE lapel pin.

Thank you for your support and having pride in our Fraternity.
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Results of the Bills and Resolutions Submitte

fo the 235th Communication of the Grand

Lodge of Georgia F&AM

Bill # Short Description Ruling

202001 | Create GL IT Committee Passed

202002 | Repeal training of Ambassadors by Trustees Passed

202003 | Amend withdrawal of charges Passed

202004 | Amend accepting charges Passed
Amend date for Appeals and Grievances Conmit-

202005 | tee Passed

202006 | Change fees paid by emeritus members Withdrawn

202007 | Add copy of cipher code to individual lodges Failed

202008 | Raise per capita dues from 9.50 to 16.00 Withdrawn

202009 | Add no member may belong to hate group Out of Order

202010 | Repeal homosexual activity Tabled until 2022
Amend petition signers to not be member of

202101 | lodge Failed

202102 | Amend state of war to active duty Failed
Amend so committee can make minor

202103 | "housekeeping" changes Passed
Amend to call off and call on from one degreq to

202104 | another Passed

202105 | Raise per capita dues from 9.50 to 16.00 Passed as amended
Add "operating" to endowment and education

202106 | funds Passed as amended

202107 | Add Independence Day to processions Passed

202108 | Create State Director of Trial Commission Passed

202109 | Add regulation of clothing and regalia Out of Order
Clarify purpose and responsibilities of Generd|

202110 | Welfare Committee Failed (paper balloft)

202111 | Recommender known for 6 months Passed (paper ballot)
Remove references to forms in Code (move

202112 | online) Passed
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Most Worshipful Brother
Donald C. Combs
Grand Master of

All Masons in Georgia

Grand Master he received his Master of Divinity Degree from the
Donald C. Candler School of Theology at Emory (2005) and be-
Combs was came Ordained as an Elder in the Methodist Church
born to LeRoy in 2009.

and  Betty ot Worshipful Brother Combs was raised in Frank
Combs on Oc- £ gayer Lodge #46 in Garden City, Georgia in March
tober 6, 1953 ot 1999 and served as Worshipful Master of that

_ in White Lodge in 2001, after which he served as Treasurer be-
Plains, New York. He graduated from Valhalla Hi 'ﬂning in 2007. He affiliated with Live Oak Lodge

School in Valhalla, New York in 1971 and received i§7 in 2020 and is an Honorary Member of a num-
Bachelor gf Science in Professior\al Aeronautics f&[p of Lodges around the State. Most Worshipful
Embry R'ddlfz" Aeronautical  University (graduatlg%ther Combs has served diligently at the District
Cum Lgude.) in 1991. Grand Mas.ter Co.mbs VyemL%Q/el, serving as Chaplain for the Third Masonic Dis-
to receive his Master of Aeronautpal Sc!ence n Aﬁ{&' and Master of the First Masonic District Master
space _Management from Embry R'?'d'e in 1992. Mg} Secretary of the Savannah Lodge of Research #1
Worshipful Brother Combs served in the U.S. A well as the Editor of its newsletter publication enti-

serving with the 82 Aviation Brigade in Ft. BraggtIecI Did You KnowMW Brother Combs has been

North Carolina, the 501 Combat Aviation BattaliofLii o in the dap-day workings of the Grand Lodge

Germany, and the #%Bupport Group in Hawaii andof Georgia since that time serving on the Grand

severgl sp(.aci.al attqchments to special operationq_g&&e Endowment Committee, the Grand Lodge
Qrug interdiction units. He was honorably d'SCharQﬁgarter and Blaws Committee, the Grand Lodge

In 1992 as an-& Staff Sergeant. Youth Committee, and MELD and serves as the
Most Worshipful Brother Combs moved to Savann@rand Representative to Costa Rice for the Grand
Georgia in 1992 where he worked as an aircrafi.odge of Georgia. Most Worshipful Brother Combs
spector and maintenance supervisor for Lockheeds appointed to the Grand Lodge line as Third
Martin Aerospace before moving to Gulfstream Aefarand Steward in 2013 by MW Brother Gary Leazer.

space as a reliability engineer and quality auditor Mrc@t Worshipful and lllustrious Brother Combs is

1999. also Masonically active in the Scottish Rite receiving
Reverend Brother Donald C. Combs was licensethtoDegree of Master of the Royal Secret and serving
preach in the United Methodist Church in 1999 amiclass President for the Horace A Edwards Reunion
became the Senior Pastor for Ellabell Methodistl Class in 1994. He was Invested with the Rank and
Church in Ellabell, Georgia, moving to pastor the Untle of Knight Commander Court of Honour in 1999
adilla and Pinehurs United Methodist Churches in and was Coroneted an Inspector General Honorary
Unadilla and Pinehurst, Georgia in 2007 before s@fwH) in 2005. He served as both the Venerable Mas-
ing in his current church as Senior Pastor of the of the Savannah Lodge of Perfection and Com-
Lakeside United Methodist Church. During this timmander of the Savannah Council of Kadosh. MW
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Brother Combs also served as a communicator @odbnati Lodge of Research #2076, Georgia Lodge of
cast member for several of the Degrees of the ScoRisbearch, California Lodge of Research, Scottish Rite
Rite and has twice served on the Executive CommiResearch Society, and the Philalethes Society.

of the Valley of Savannah, serving as Chairman Ofﬁ}ﬁf Combs has been an Advisor for Cecil Cheves
body from 2006 to 2009. Chapter Order of DeMolay since 1996, serving as the
Excellent and lllustrious Brother Combs has be&hairman of the Advisory Board since 2012. He has
active in the York Rite receiving his Chapter aedeived the DeMolay Legion of Honor and the Cross
Council Degrees having been Exalted and Greeteaf ddonor as well as being designated an Honorary
the J. Walter Cowart York Rite Festival in 1995 aftember of the International Supreme Council of De-
which he was dubbed Sir Knight Combs in Palest@ay International in addition to receiving the Grand
Commandery #7. He has served as head of Gedggass of Color from International Order of Rainbow
Chapter #3, Georgia Council #2, and Palestine Cdor-Girls just this year.

mgndery #7 and has receivgd the Order of th? Hfg&vever, the most impressive honor that our Most
Prle_sthood, Qrder of the. Silver Trowel (Se“"”g \ﬁl%rshipful Grand Master holds is having served as
Thrice lllustrious Master in 2020/2021), and Kn'ga?and Chaplain of Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter
Crusader of the Cross. He _has s.erved as a D'sérf‘gtnd Council, and Grand Prelate of Grand Com-
Dfaputy .to the M.E. Gra”d High P”eSt_ ar.ld Exce”%tandery, serving under Most Worshipful Brother Eli
High Priest of the First Royal Arch District Conveg'tafford in 2006/2007, Most Excellent Companion
tion. In t.he Council, he has serve_d as the G.rand I:‘)(ﬁ%le E. Griffin in 2013/2014, Most lllustrious Com-
resentative of the Grand Council of Georgia to tlﬂgnion Jack L. Hepner in 2003/2004, and Right Emi-
Grand Council of Wyoming. nent Grand Commanders since 2012. In as much as
In other appendant and appendant York Rite Bodas) be ascertained, Most Worshipful Brother Combs is
Most Worshipful Brother Combs is a member of $ae only one in state history to do so.

vanr.1ah Fore§t #217 Tall Cedars of Lebanqn, a”?' Nt Worshipful Brother Combs is married to the for-
Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shm}%r—.\r Susan Irene Turco and has three children, Sean

Alee Temple, and a member of the Knights of Me(i\‘?l@anie, and Heather who themselves have all been

Savannah Council #328 of the Allied Masonic Da%tive in Masonically affiliated youth organizations.

grees, serving as Sovereign Master in 2002 (and a _ .
member of Georgia Council #304), a charter mem¥&¢ aré happy and excited to begin your year Most

of the Herman E. Freeman York Rite College mé{gprshipful Sir and we look forward to your continued
serving as Governor in 2011/2012 (recipient of ffvice to the Masonic Fraternity.
Order of the Purple Cross), Carl F. Lester Council

#65 Knight Masons (and Crowned Martyrs Council),

Georgia Priory #39 Knights of the York Cross of

Honor, Oglethorpe Conclave Order of the Red Cross

of Constantine, (Past Puissant Sovereign), Holy Royal

Arch Knight Templar Priest Tabernacle XLV, serving

as Preceptor in 2018/2019, member of the Order of

the White Shrine of Jerusalem, recipient of the Order

of St. Thomas of Acon, member of Neptune Chapter

#153 OES and Brunswick Court #19 Order of Ama-

ranth, member of the Order of Corks, Order of the

Bath, Order of St. Patrick, member of the Quatour
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Worshipful Brother
Wiley Q. Forrester
Third Grand Steward

Brother Wiley a Master Mason in Buford Lodge #292 in July 1997
Forrester was where he is a perpetual member. He served as Wor-
born  August shipful Master in 2008, and while serving as Worship-
31,1972 in Du- ful Master was appointed to serve as area director of
luth, Georgia. Masonic Education and Leadership Development. A
His parents di- position he held until 2013 when he was appointed
vorced at an State Director of Masonic Leadership and Develop-
early age and hement. Brother Forrester served as State Director until
was raised 2019. While as State Director Bro Forrester was in-
mostly by his mother in Buford, GA. His mother Listrumental along with many others in the development
da instilled in him at a very early age that hard wofkthe GA Masonic Leadership Conference that is
determination, and your faith were the tools to be wgld each year in July. Brother Forrester was appoint-
cessful in life and not become a statistic. Bro Forresteto serve as District Deputy to the Grand Master in
received his education at Buford High School andtla¢ Ninth Masonic District in 20P®921. At the same

ter high school began working for Mti Baths lappointment, he was appointed District Leader of the
where he has remained employed as operations Detrict Deputies to the Grand Master. A position he
ager for almost 28 years. Bro Forrester has recemasdcheld until this current appointment.

many hours of training with OSHA and Hazardog%ther Forrester is very active in Ninth Masonic Dis-

materials and specializes in leadership developgentse \ing as Worshipful Master in 2019. Brother

and implementation in addition to process MaNasGirester is a member of Taylor Chapter #48 Royal
ment. Arch Masons serving as High Priest in 2015 and cur-
Brother Forrester is Married to his bride of 16 yessstly Secretary. He is a member of NT Pirkle Council
Michelle and resides in Jefferson, GA. They are#6& R&SM serving as lllustrious Master in 2015 and
proud parents of three grown children as part of thmirrently Secretary. He is a member of Arnold de
blended family, Bobby who is 27, Chelsea who isT2@ye Commandry #31 serving as Eminent Com-

and Austin who is 25. All three are married and vegnder in 2020 and 2021.

successful in their lives. They are expecting their I§F8}her Forrester has been a member of the Scottish
grandchild in May of 2022. Rite Valley of Atlanta since 2006, and in 2021 was in-
Brother Forrester is very involved in the communigsted with the rank and title of Knight Commander
of Buford. He has spent nearly 20 years as part obfithe Court of Honour. He is an endowed life mem-
chain crew at Buford High School. He has also saben of the Valley of Atlanta. He also serves on the
the governing boards of youth football in both Bufo8®th Degree team at the Valley of Atlanta.

and Gwinnett Couhty. Al though h? has de_VOtEgother Forrester is a life member of Yaarab Shrine in
many hours of service to football in his area, his IﬂYI%nta where he served as President of Gwinnett

for being a baseball umplre. s much larger. He §ﬁ1ﬁne Club in 2017. Brother Forrester is also a mem-
spent 17 seasons as an umpire. ber of W. Joe Clark York Rite College #23 in Jeffer-
Brother Forrester was raised to the sublime degresoaf where he was awarded the Order of the Purple
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Cross in 2020. He is a member of Zarthan and Georgia Councils Allied Masonic Degrees where he sen
Sovereign Master in 2017 of Zarthan Council. Brother Forrester is also a member of Georgia Court #124 C
of Athelstan. A member of Carl F Lester Council #65 Knight Masons USA, and St Ambrose Conclave |
Cross of Constantine.

Brother Forrester also serves as a member of the Code Supplement Committee, Educational and His
Commission, and General Welfare. In 2017 he was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal of Honor ft
Grand Lodge of Georgia.

Brother Forrester and his lady Michelle look forward to serving the Masons of Georgia, and is very honore
humbled for this opportunity.

Worshipful Brother
Charlie N. Rice
Grand Marshal

Worshipful Brother Charlie Rice was Raised to the Sublime Degree of
Master Mason in Frank F. Baker Lodge No. 46 in April of 1993. He
served as Worshipful Master of Frank F. Baker in 1998, 2007, and 2020
serving as the Director of Work for Frank F. Baker in 2016 and the
Chaplain in 2018.

Companion Rice is a member of the York Rite Bodies including Georgia
Chapter No. 3, Georgia Council No. 2, and Palestine Commandery No.
7.

Noble Brother Rice is a member of Alee Shrine AAONMS and a member of the Dune Cats.

Worshipful Brother Rice is honored to serve as Grand Marshal for Most Worshipful Brother Donald C. Com
during his Masonic Year as Grand Master

Most Worshipful Brother
Gary H. Leazer
Grand Orator
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Worshipful Brother
Thomas J. Chapman
Grand Chaplain

There have home area. | am a dual member with Woodbine
been only two Lodge #326, and | am always excited to sit in a chair
real loves in at Camden Lodge #476.

my life.. My | have had the privilege to be IM in Ballard Council

W'fl\j and bNe'ng #16, HP Brunswick Chapter #66, and Commander of
g aso~n.t OW st. Elmo #21. My friend and mentor Jimmy Stevens

ono 9&§uhd md"§ be a good records keeper and with the
wrong, | have vote of my Companions and Sir Knights | currently

4 boys and 2 am the Recorder, Secretary and Treasurer of those
great parents ...

that | love dearly and when | was married 25 years

ago, | knew that Clemencia was my soulmate. Whéhel York Rite has taught me humility and with that |
became a Mason, | knew that | finally had everythihgve been blessed with receiving the Order of the Sil-
needed to begin the second half of my life. Whever Trowel, Holy Order of High Priesthood and The
turned 40, | found myself in a spiritually difficult p&prder of Knight Crusaders of the Cross. | am hon-
of my life. Growing up catholic | had realized hawed to sit to the right of Bob Gill as King in thé: 11
lucky | was to have such good people around to Haigirict Chapter Convention and Recorder of the S.E.
guide me. | was born on July20969, the day thatGeorgia Council Convention. | am a dual member of
Brother Buzz Aldrin walked on the moon. Fathheeknockers Council #494 and Georgia Council
Daniel Doyle baptized me and 26 years later watd@4 Allied Masonic Degrees where | have been
bond Clemencia and me together forever in marrifigssed to experience and receive many degrees. | be
Just 2 years later we were blessed to have Fathetdpgrio the Oglethorpe Conclave of the Red Cross of
baptize our son Dylan. Constantine and Georgia Priory No. 39 KYCH.

My family and | moved #Aswitsal brothers, travgirg is@ assiog forame.iBa-
where | have been fortunate to own a computer ¢eming a Grand Line Officer of Royal Arch Masons

pair, network security and installation company. | @filiGeorgia has given me just that opportunity. This

never forget the day that WB Bruce Hill came into ¥i®ar | was elected to Eminent Grand Master of the
store. | had finally gotten up the courage to ask Higond Veil.

OHow do | become a Mas QR forgdoll Relitk andl tPaveling Rercke 6 alldid!
The days are long, hot and lots crawling under byjidy" v travels never end. The first Tuesday of the
ings and through attics. Building computers and rjynih brings me to The Valley of Savannah. 32 De-
ning miles of wire sometimes gives me the quiet t"a?ele KCCH and Captain of the Host in The Lodge of

need to memorize my lines and be reminded why @8ffaction where | have received the Double Eagle
for who | work so hard to love and support.

Sometimes we take for granted that Freemasonrym‘}a@rethren, you have given me hope. Hope in know-
make good men better. Becoming a Mason has iglhat you are by my side. You have given me peace
vigorated my soul, rejuvenated my faith, strengthgRgf 5 knowing we can come together for a common

my love for my family and given me the chanceylyg for the betterment of man and for Freemasonry.
help where | am needed. | am a Past Master of St.

Marys #109 and by the will of the Brethren | am cur-
rently the Secretary of that lodge. Chaplin of the 11
Masonic District Convention. | currently sit on The
General Welfare Committee for our Grand Lodge and
have had the privilege to meet many brothers in my
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Worshipful Brother
James Johns
Grand Tyler

Worshipful vember was obligated a Noble of the Mystic Shrine in
Brother James Alee Shrine. He is a life member of Alee Shrine, a life
Johns is a re-member of Cabiri International, and has been elected
tired U.S. Ar- an Imperial Representative to Shriners International.
my First Ser- Worshipful Brother Johns has been the Editor of the
geant who Alee Shrine Monthly Magazine since 2012 and served
owned and op- as Potentate of Alee Temple in 2015. He is also a life
erated his own member of the Valley of Savannah and the Knights of
business  for St. Andrew. He is a member of the Acacia Guild, a
eighteemplus recipient of the Scottish Rite Master Craftsman, a
years before medically retiring in 2010. Howe¥aright of the Double Eagle, and has served as Mem-
Worshipful Brother Johns has kept busy servingbamship Chairman before being appointed as General
the Liberty County Board of Education for District 8ecretary of the Valley of Atlanta by lllustrious Broth-
and the Liberty County Chamber of Commerceasm Ted Col |l i ns, 330, SGI C
board member. He is a life member of the VeteranBfther Johns was invested with the Rank and Title of
Foreign Wars Post 6602 in Hinesville, Georgia ar¢hamht Commander Court of Honour in 2019. Broth-

life member of the American Legion Post 168. HeeisJohns is also a life member of the National So-
married to the for mer jBRinersn @eaecrabEbbriomr Camp Font StewarteGhapa
has two children; Melissa Johns who is a forensicteci#396, Hunter Chapter #502 and a Past Com-
enti st with the State mafndNdew oJertsheegy Herdo elJsa mefs
Johns, Jr who is employed with Rayonier Fiberdember of the Tall Cedars of Lebanon, Savannah
Jesup, Georgia. He has two Grandchildren, Madillforest No. 217.

oMaddied Johns, and Owen oBuddydé Johns. Brot hert
Johns attends several Presbyterian Churches in the

Hinesville area.

Worshipful Brother Johns was Initiated an Entered
Apprentice in Mount Hermon Lodge No. 304 in Co-
lumbus, Georgia in 1988. He was Passed to the De-
gree of Fellowcraft and Raised to the Sublime Degree
of Master Mason in Spessart Lodge #875 (Under the
AmericarCanadian Grand Lodge AF&AM) in
Kleinostheim, Germany (Bavaria) on December 4,
1990. Upon his return to the states, he affiliated with
Hinesville Lodge No. 271, later becoming a plural
member of Coastal Daylight Lodge No. 750 in Savan-
nah, Georgia. He served as Worshipful Master of
Coastal Daylight Lodge in in 2019 and is currently
serving as Worshipful Master of Hinesville Lodge No.
271 and will finish his year in December of 2022. In
2020 he was appointed to serve as District Deputy to
the Grand Master for DistrictEL

Worshipful Brother Johns was knighted a Master of
t he Royal Secret (32U) in October of 1995 and i
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2391 ANNUAL COMMUNICATION

The 23% Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Georgia has come and gone, we
elected a new Grand Master and Grand Lod:¢
legislation. Most Worshipful Brother Don C. Combs was elected Grand Master and brings
years of Masonic leadership and experience for the betterment of the craft. The quality of t
men in the Grand Lodge line is as good as it has ever been, | encourage you to invite these
Brothers to your Lodge and get to know them and see for yourself why they have been put
leadership positions. Congratulations to WB Wiley Q. Forrester being appointed as Third Gr
Steward, who now begins the eigg@r journey to the office of Grand Master.

During the year, as | traveled to your lodges, | spoke of the need for good attendance at ou
nual session. Because of COVID we had two years of bills, committee reports and the busi
of our Grand Lodge, and the need to be efficient in our deliberations in order to take care of
business. | promised you that we would debate the issues, with proper Masonic decorum, w
would vote in an open and transparent manner and keep it moving. AND move it we did! We
finished all business including elections before the afternoon recess, UNBELIEVABLE. You
ally did come to work, peace and harmony prevailed and all of you should be proud of wha
accomplished. This will a Grand Lodge session to remember.

Thank you for all the courtesies you showed me all year, | will be forever in your debt for the
great honor you bestowed on me. | am confident in the future of Freemasonry in Georgia ai
meeting so many of you this past year, good men working hard in their lodges and commur
bettering themselves while serving others.

My t heme of OoBE THE EXAMPLEO | witnessed
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Cove Waterfall Association
hosts
10th Annual Waterfall Masonic Meeting

On June 4, 2022, The Cove Waterfall Association will hold theutdd®or Masonic meeting
at the Old Marble Quarry site located at 1800 Cove Road in Jasper.

The outdoor Masonic meeting is the 10th Annual gathering for the Cove Waterfall Associa
The meeting is being presented by 5 local Masonic lodges consisting of Blaine Lodge, Pi
Star Lodge, Ball Ground Lodge, Hickory Flat Lodge, and Canton Lodge.

This outdoor meeting serves as part of t
scholarships to local students and other charities in Pickens and Cherokee Counties.

The Lodge area will be Tyled beginning at 3:00 pm on Saturday. We will begin with a d
available from 3:00 pm until 5:00 pm for the attendees. The outdoor meeting is schedule
begin at 6:00 pm.

 This year, the degree will be conferred by Masonic Mountai
. Men Degree Team out of Jones County, Mississippi.

~ In the event of inclement weather conditions, we will be using
' Pickens Star Lodge No. 220, located at 193 Old Federal Ro:
[in Jasper, Georgia.

| f you have any questions,

N { Charles Allen @68952209 or cechairman, Joe Wright
e Al ©  @77065980486. We invite all qualified Master Masons to
.come to the mountains and enjoy the fellowship under the wa
“terfall.

'y o
A D
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The Georgia Masonic Messenger publishes from a variety of sources and points of view. The opinion:
pressed in the following articles do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policy of the Grand Lodge of G
gia F&AM, The Georgia Masonic Messenger, the Managing Editor, or the Grand Lodge of Georgia Pub,
tion Committee but are provided for the interest, education, and consideration of the myriad of Brethrer
the state of Georgia whose Masonic interests are as diverse and varied as its membership. The articles ,
ed her are published with an interest toward providing every Mason in Georgia with something which he
enjoy when he receives this publication. Questions, comments, or concerns should be addressed to M
ger@glofga.org.

After the Third Step

By Worshipiful Brother Christopher Chapman

Learning the Craft

Some oOappendantdé bodies of the Masonic Fratern
offer one the opportunity to expand their knowlec' -~ . .
of a particular branch or body of Freemasonry. Sc The Scottish Rite Mastler Crafts-
times the program focuses on the history, foundat man(SRMC) program is a corre-
and philosophy of our Fraternity while others foc ; spondence course designed and
on leadership aspects of the individual Mason or k £ administered by staff at the

of Masons. This installment dfter the Third Step ., >SSt n s House of the Temple in Wash-

ASTER*CRAFTSMAN

will look at those groups which provide the Masiggiton, DC, under the guidance and leadership of the
Mason the opportunity to learn and study the Craftdig pr e me Counci |

is engaged in.

: 33A, of
Southern Jurisdiction, USA. All three courses are
available as mail courses, but the Ritual & History

. . -
ship Developmentor MELD is P prog )

=\ an educational program of theScottlsh Rite, SJ, member may use Group Studies pro-

|2

§§§Grand Lodge of Georgia. ThIram gt any tlme,. the three course§ are meant tq be
taken in the following order: Symbolic Lodge; Scottish

program is open to all members. _ o . . .
of the Grand Lodge of Georgia ite, History and Ritual; Scottish Rite Philosophy.

The program consists of s&lifidy courses in subjects

including the Masonic Code, Masonic Etiquette, Ma-
sonic History, Rules of Order and Symbolism of thg
three Degrees. In addition, Grand Lodges hosty
Leadership Conference for Masters and Warden
help them prepare to lead their lodges. Informatic S incorporated as a part of a De-
and resources can be found on the Grand Lodge o partmental conference, at then

Georgia website in Grandview. A member can logj}ig 5 hakday leadership session. The Grand Com-
to their Member Portal, and then under the Mastefnders during the 202010 Department Confer-

Mason category. ence cycle requested that the Grand Encampment

2,
A

0

The York Rite Leadership Train-
ing Programwas created in 2008
as a Z2fninute presentation,

which grew into a presentation
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make this material available to potential leaders in #rerGeorge Conner, in addition to your local Chapter,
jurisdictions. Council and Commandery rituals. The program offers

The current YRL Training Program consists of thrae‘geries of exams focused on the ritualistic, philosophi-
welldeveloped classes that are designed to giveC%Lf’md esoteric teachings of the York Rite.

the skills to be a better leader of yourself and otherShere are five exams included in the curriculum: The

The first class in your journey to becoming a belt§orees of the Capitular Rite: Mark Master, Past Mas-

| eader 88 ndYRLHG&RI Lead¥® p’t’@ Perglaagsgf the ﬁ:qplgularCth.eé Most Excellent
will help you with assessing your current Ieader%ﬂ?ter’ Royal Arch, The \_NORDS n Mas_onry; The
skill set and abilities while teaching some principaR&§rees of the Cryptic Rite: The Council Degrees,
Leadership from Covey, Maxwell, Tracey, and oth%%{al Master Dg_gree, Select Master De;gfee’ The Se
Upon completing the class, you are expected to et Vault Tradition; The Orders of Chivalry: The

into practice what you have learned to be a more @';_nmandery Orders, Order of the Red Crgss, Oro!er
fective personal leader. of Malta, Order of the Temple; The York Rite Tradi-

tions and Freemasonry: History of the York Rite, Sec-
The second class y®GroupyighglTenfib/Eebrét Gaull Tfaditn’ Ryt Adh Tradi-

Dynamics of LeaderShip-ti&],Khiﬁhtthodi‘ﬁra%itioﬁlaSS’ you wi l

how groups develop social identities that lead to better

(or not better) outcomes. You will also learn the J&‘-‘S program is offered to any Knight Templar by en-

ances of working with and motivating vqunte@lem:"nt through the Sovereign College office.
groups and how to be an effective leader of such

groups, whether you are in charge or not.

The Scottish Rite Research Socie-
Bty i s one of the
W-farcesd in - Eomtengporaryo Masonic
| research, pursuing a publication

The third class and the capstone of leadership tr
i's OY®RILMOIluenti al Co mmUg
will learn how the human mind process languageg
how to use those processes to communicate mo program that emphasizes quali-
fectively and with greater influence. When you u \ tyil both in content and in physi-
stand how people process language, you can consialdorm. Its publications have and continue to rede-
your language to create the communication you de8imed the standards of Masonic scholarship. The SRRS

The courses are open to all Members of Masonic s formed on May 8, 1991, when fourteen Scottish

ganizations including: York Rite bodies, Grand Logél-e Freemasons were granted a charter by the Su-

es, Eastern Star, DeMolay, and Rainbow. preme Council, 33 A, S - J
ty has grown to over 4,000 members worldwide Any-

one who is interested in deepening his or her under-
The York Rite Companion Adeptstanding of Freemasonry would benefit from Society
of the Templeprogram is a by membership. Anyone can join the SRRS. You do not
mail sekstudy program throughneed not be a member of the Scottish Rite, or even be

the Degrees and Orders of th@ Mason, to join the SRRS.
York Rite of Freemasonry admin-
istered by the Sovereign York Rite
College of North America.

W _

. y < 4 R

»_ @,
Bautt Ny

arg at®

7 TheGrand College of Ritesa regu-

- ~ lar Masonic body, dedicated to pre-

The program helps you Increase or test y Eegi@)® serving the history and rituals of de-

knowledge of the York Rite while you read the cla ™ #8,= == o . -1d inactive Masonic orders. It
WES A \ .

texts of Albert Mackey, Jackson Chase, Jeremy (
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was formed on May 12, 1932 in Washington, Dp@pers, presentations and essays submitted throughou
when the Sovereign Sanctuary of the Egyptian Matius-year. Membership in the Lodge of Research is
ic Rite of Memphis surrendered its authority over thagen to any Master Mason in Good Standing.

degrees to the GCR. After the formation of the GCR,

several other Masonic organizations also transferred
the authority over their degrees to the GCR, makit ¥\ ,
the only regular Masonic body in the United St~ , ' IS the Wi

: ) . . . 7 premier Masonic
with authority over the Rites of Memphis, Misrawu e, o, lodge, established over 135 years ago. QC we

the Free and Accepted Architects, and many Othereg?éblished in 1884 and consecrated in 1886, the
grees. The GCR publ i sh ggndetsladopted GrPelidefesdd aghdaiPto Mal N ¢
which are privately printed for the fellows of the GC&nic history that replaced the more imaginative writ-

It contains the rituals of various organizations lawfidlys of earlier authors; it became known as the

deposited within the archives. In addition, the Grahéh ut hent i c school 6 of M &
College of Rites of the United States of America m&&§tings incorporating lectures five times a year, usu-
annually at the time and place of the Annual Meefing ! ¥ at Freemasonsdo Hall,

of the Grand Council of Allied Masonic Degrees Ry! bl s h ~ t h e lectures, re
. . Queriesd I n Ars &OQAQEtheo
the United States of America. .
annual Transactions of the Lodge. They also arrange

Any Master Mason holding membership and in gawmferences & symposia on many different aspects of

standing in a regular symbolic Lodge recognized fgemasonry. QC shares its research and encourage

majority of the Grand Lodges of Freemasonry in E}@]olarship v‘ia the QC Correspondence Cicle

United States of America may petition for membBRCCC 0.

ship in the Grand College of Rites. QCCC is an international community with member-
ship from the Americas to Europe, Africa, Asia, and

~ Australia & New Zealand and QCCC is open to every-
\\/, A Lodge of Researofxists in ;o
> ’

;V@YE almost every Masonic jurisdic-
=N . ources:

tions, whose purpose is to heI§

promote Masonic learning andhttps://glofga.org/

introduce Masonic subjects anhttDs://vorkriteleader_ship.org/ o

related esoteric subjects to its members, and injkEgRS://companionadept.wixsite.com/

guests. Research lodges may be tiled or untiledw—m‘wpt

many allow members of the public to attend the Iggns://scottishrite.org/scottishite-mastercraftsman
tures and presentations. In fact, inviting a man whgisgram/

not a Mason, but might make a good Mason, to an

event of a Lodge of Research in order to introdd@t://scottishriteresearch.com/

him to the fraternity, may be a good way to stimulate ,
. : y y . g y |https://qrandcolleqeofrltes.org/

his interest in membership in Masonry.

Quatuor Coronati Quatuor Coronat

Georgia is host to a number of Research Lodgeshits://www.kennesaw33.net/geordi@dgeof-
cluding the Georgia Lodge of Research, which mEggarcii.html

several times per year to allow a member, o.r invr%tt?gs:llwww.quatuorcoronati.com/

speaker, to present a lecture. The lodge publishes the

collected lectures presented in a hardbound volume of

annual oO0Transactions, 6 a Obest ofd6 volume of re
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REDEDICATION OF
FICKLING 129 AND
101 YEAR CELEBRATON
HELD AT BUTLER

. Fickling After the ceremony was opened by MWGM Giddens

¥ 129 at  the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Guest soloist

Butler Madison Sloan sang the National Anthem and God

hosted a 101 year celebration of the cornerstone laglags America. The Grand Lodge Officers assisted in

by Grand Lodge Officers July 10, 1920. Grand Masieplying the Elements of Consecration at the corner-

Charles L. Bass and other Grand Lodge Officers stone.

opened an Occasional Communication of the Grand

Lodge of Georgia on that date at the Rivoli TheatertGrand Master Giddens was escorted to the repository

Building in Macon. Thereafter Grand Lodge Officersf the Capsule of Time where the sentinel ghosts of

traveled to Butler for the ceremony. 110 years were disturbed and sent scurrying from their
century long vigilance. MW Brother Giddens retrieved

After the stone was affixed to its permanent positiothe metallic box and displayed its contents to those in

the Elements of Consecration were applied by Graattendance. The elements of time had deteriorated

Master Bass. Thereafter a metallic box containing aeest of the deposits. With one exception, the con-

posits provided by lodge members was placed in thients were items of paper which included a roster of

cornerstone repository. members, a 1920 copy of The Butler Herald, and a
neatly wrapped package, apparently containing a small

In addition to Most Worshipful Grand Master Jan Mmasonic apron, too fragile to display. A single item of

Giddens, nine other Grand Lodge Officerswereini nt er est was a hand craft

attendance for t he 0Oc codmmeten with éngravimgingtag tiedigheqoatitynof 6 .

The officers included: Donald C. Combs, DGM, Mi-white ware kaolin marketed in the area at that time.

chael A. Kessler, SGW, Benjamin W. Polston, Il,

JGW, Van S. McGee, G. Secretary, Hugh F. Watsdrhe Capsule of Time was refurbished with contribu-

G. Chaplain, Robert R. Cordle, G. Marshall, Williantions from members of Fickling Lodge and Grand

F. Shepard, JGD, Brian C. Coffey, FGS, Scott W. Lodge Officers. It will once again be deposited in the

Johnson, TGS, and James A. Childress, G., Tyler. corner stone vestibule, there to remain until the con-
tents are revealed by generations of the future.

Past Grand Masters Bobby Simmons and Ted Collins

were also in attendance, as were several District DEpllewing the ceremony those in attendance enjoyed a

ties to the Grand Master, Custodian of Uniform  cool reprieve from the mid evening heat with a de-

Work, William Vaughn and Third District Trustee oflightful reception in the lodge dinning room. Delicious

the Masonic Home of Georgia, Edward Benns. pastries were attractively displayed and plentiful.

About 8®90 visitors assembled at 2:30 in front of
Fickling Lodge in the heat of a Sunday afternoon sun.
Worshipful Master of the Lodge, Henry C. Griggs Jr.
presided by introducing the Grand Lodge Officers and
welcoming them, as well as other lodge members from
the area, distinguished guests and the general public.
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Gate City No. 2 Raises Nine Master Masons at
Double Cemetery Degree

; Gte City Lodge No. 2 held its 11th Anr@etineterMaster Ma-
son Degree conferral at Forest La@ameteryin September this
ear. This year, the Lodge had the opportunity to hold two nights o
degrees at theemetery, as they had a group of nine Brethren who
had been patiently waiting since before the pandemeceive the
i degrees, especially that of Master Mason.

|ng five proficient and worthy Fellowcrafts to the Sublime Degree of
Master Mason on September 25th 2021. They again we Raised anc
b er four Brethren on Saturday October 2nd 2021. Both nights bega
ith a dinner and the Lodge was opened thereafter.

—dens of Forest Lawn in the Masonic section. It is surrounded by tree
and set well back away from the local but thankfully infrequently
trafficked roads. It is about 144 ft from the chair in the East to that

; in the West and puts the Altar at absaventyseven feet from ei-
ther chalr The chairs and Altar were erected initially by College Park Lodge, but Gate City No. 2 ha:s
maintaining the furniture and masonry of the Masonic Memorial section since it we began holding our N
Mason degrees there in 2010.

The Cemetery Degree is a trulgique experience for our candidates. Worshipful Master Ray S. Magill w
raised atthe e met ery and stated that, o0lt was an incre
who have truly gone before us and journeyed on

Lodge once had a Brother share how he had never sat in Lodge with his relative and Masonic Brother
attended the Cemetery Degree as his dearly departed relative was actually lbeeetierjbedge section.

0The tears flowed in plenty that evening and t|
ful Master Magill. ol find my own understandi n
1 So, come join us whenever you can and weol
felt when the memento mori i's in the atmosphere

Behold how good and how beautiful It is for brethren to dwell together in unity.

I f you couldndt make one or both of these Degr .
sons to stay in touch with Gat eceniergggredddl Master Ma-n d
sons are welcomed; provided a current dues card and the usual proofs are satisfactory. He cautions tho
if you plan to attend that the Lodge recommends bringing a lawn chair. Dress Code should be appropri
the solemnity and pageantry of the occasion. At a minimum, attire should be in accord with the standa
forth in the Masonic code of Georgia. Gate City Officers will be in tuxedo/dark suit and tie.
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OHi story and Homecomi at

By WB Jeff Smith
Lawrenceville Lodge No. 131

ng Lyer |

This past July, Worshipful Brother Randy Rush, aBastn er at i ons of Smithos f
Master of Lyerly Lodge No. 338 in Lyerly, turnedvtere buried in the nearby cemetery. Worshipful Broth-
social media to assist the Lodge. Worshipful BrotielSmith scanned the names on the plaques on the
Rush posted photos of the frames containing the pimpty frames, and he was pleased to be able to come
tures of Past Masters of his Lodge (some of themthe aid of Worshipful Brother Rush and Lyerly
empty) to a local Facebook gr@upyerly GA Memo- Lodge in order to fill one of those empty frames and
riesd in hopes of finding photographs of Past Mastéirally put a face with a name.

he L [ have. . -
the Lodge did not have Lyerly Lodge was chartered in 1890. Their first treas-

r Lyerly GA Memories - Join
w Randy Rush - Jul 20 - @

On our wall when you first come into the Lyerly
Masonic Lodge, we have pictures of our Past Masters
back to 1890. As you can see we are missing several.
Would you take a minute and look and see if you may
have a picture we could copy so we can put a face to
the name? They are 8x10 pictures. | hope you can
see them. | think you will recognize some of the
names. Any help would be greatly appreciated so
that we can honor these Worthy Brethren who came
before us.

Thank you all!
Randy Rush
P. S. The Rany Rush shown is Randall Rush

v

|
-
) |

o IS
lu j AR
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urer, and second Worshipful Master was A. J. Lee, a
local merchant, innkeeper, and mayor of the town. A.
J. Lee was al so Worsh+4 pf
greatgrandfather, and he had a photo of Worshipful
Brother Lee.

il s Al J. Lee was
~  born on March
% ' 23, 1853 in
-, Gwinnett Coun-
~ty, Georgia. He
- was the son of

~ James Jackson
‘ ~ Lee and Maryann
Judy  (Jordan)

Lee. He was the

third of nine chil-
- dren, and he was
- raised in DeKalb

: —_— County. Lee was

married to Mary Rebecca McLeébthe daughter of
Angus McLeod and Martha Ann (Ozmer) McLéod
on November 11, 1877 in DeKalb County, Georgia.
They were the parents of nine children: Annie Belle
Leed m. Winfield D. Martin, Benjamin F. Lee, Mary
Rebecca Lee, Sarah M. Lee, Laura Pricilla Lee, Nelle
G. Lee, Ruby B. Lee, Alfred Law Lee, Fitzhugh Mal-
colm Lee

Of the nine children, all are buried in Lyerly Cemetery
apart from Alfred Law Lee, who is buried in Ce-
dartown.

A fellow Mason, over one hundred miles away in Law- o
renceville, Georgia, saw the post. Worshipful BrothBg census records of 1870 show Lee living in the Ev-
Jeff Smith, Past Master of Lawrenceville Lodge RS District of DeKalb County with his parents and
131, was a member of the Facebook group, as his Y¢fking as a laborer on a farm (his father was listed as
ily had lived in the Lyerly area for several generations. @ farmer). In 1880, the census records show Lee and
Smith was born in Chattooga County, and many oftt§syoung family living in the Wildcat District of Cher-
ancestors were members of Lyerly Lodge. In fact, iee County. Hisoccupation wes listed as a merchant.
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Several land deals are found in the Cherokee Courthe Atlanta Constitution (Friday, October 6, 1922, p.
records pertaining to Lee. We are not certain wher24) provides information about Worshipful Brother
Lee moved to Chattooga County, but he is found Lee:

there in the 1900 census, and based on the records of

the Grand Lodge of Georgia, we know he was in A.J. LEE, EX%'OAYODITE%F LYERLY,

Lyerly in 1890. "

Lyerly Lodge #338, F&AM, was chartered on Octotfé/lfr/% Ga., October 8(Special) A.J. Lee, former. ,
30, 1890. In their first return to Grand Lodge, filed ifi@yor of Lyerly, and one of the most prominent citi-
1891 (the years of t he zensafbydrk and @hattoegp aounty,tdiecoWelinesdak
was listed as the treasurer. There were 17 membegsofg ht at 10: 30 o0écl ock fc

Lyerly Lodge at that time. It is not clear where or iny,pin hospital at Rome, where he was carried for an

\;Vr? (?Vtvlg %jegvev;se\j\(l) g;:ﬁ iFI):fruelel\r/ln ae}sstgpirz' _I%Iy Lodge operation for appendicitis. His condition would not
permit operation.

A newspaper report in the October 28, 1895 Atlanta ) )

Constitution describes Lee being the victim of a brug&/77 in DeKalb county in March, 1853, Mr. Lee was

assault. nearing his 70th year. He moved to Chattooga county

Last night L.C. Gross and C. H. Gross, two well early in life and made Lyerly his home for nearly half a

known young men of Chattooga county, were arresié@iury. He was engaged in the mercantile business
and lodged in Summerville jail on a very serious  for a number of years and also was proprietor of the

charge. They went to Lyerly during the afternoon apée hotel, of this city. He served the town in various

tried to hire a horse and buggy for a drive from A. Jyays. being mayor for a number of terms. He is one
Lee, one of the most prominent business men of the

town. They wanted him to credit them, which he a’g-f the largest property owners in this section.
clined to do. Hot words ensued, when they attackedneral services were held Thursday from the Meth-

him with rocks and knives. Lee was badly beaten 35,’6’751‘ church, of Lyerly, of which Mr. Lee was a stew-

stabbed in several places and was left in a very serio .
condition. Officers went in pursuit of the young me’r%fg"s His pastor, Rev. W. H. Speer, conoucted the ser-

and soon apprehended them. Lee is dangerously HieE. Surviving are two sons: A(fred L. Lee, of Pueblo,
and his wounds may prove fatal. The young men all., and Hugh Lee, of Lyerly; five daughters, Mrs. W.
be held to await the result of his injuries. D. Martin, Misses Sarah, Mary, and Nelle Lee, of

In 1900, Lee and his family are found living in Lyerlfy@y, and Miss Ruby Lee, of Chattanooga.

Chattooga County, and his occupation is manufactgyp September 16, 2021, Smith had an opportunity to
ing. He continues to be shown in Lyerly in the cengis; Lyerly Lodge and present the Lodge with a pho-
records of 1910 (as a farmer) and 1920 (no occupggpgraph of their second Worshipful Master, A. J. Lee,
tion) living on Railroad Avenue. who served the Lodge in 1892 and 1893. Smith also
Lee is credited with i rB8eakbriefhisiascalibigasaphy gf Wgrshipiul B'iPt?'e_
water system in 1911, and town records show that feLee and expressed his pleasure in being able fo fi-
was Mayor of Lyerly from 1917 to 1921. An articleri‘ff'i‘”y visit a Lodge in the county of his birth and espe-

current mayor, A. J. Lee, not seekirgeetion, so he \yqrshipful Brother Rush was able to successfully har-
apparently was a mayor of the town in 1913. Duringasg the good that still exists in social media by post-
his term as mayor, the eIe(_:trlc _plant to bring electrlﬁlly a historical desire of the Lodge to a group with
to Lyerly was built on the river in 1920. historical roots and historical interest in the area. His
Worshipful Brother Lee died October 4, 1922, in  €fforts paid off. Perhaps other Lodges may find simi-
Rome, Georgia, where he had been carried for an &§-success by following this example.

pendix operation. Lee is buried in Lyerly Cemetery

along with his wife, eight of his nine children, and his

in-laws (Angus and Martha McLeod). An obituary in
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Once Lost, Now Found
Dahl onegads Bl ue Mountain Lodge
Ancestorodos Gravesite
By Bro. Rick Harris, Blue Mountain No. 38

e »?

BradfordW. Brackettlived a full life from 1819to  three decades overcame any negatigements.
1884. Almostforty of thosesixtyfour yearse resid-
ed ina house he built in a mountain town called A

raria in Lumpkin County, Georgiée was a husband tor, Secretary McAfee. In addition to the original

to one wife, and a father of ten children. He wa &ndwritten Masonic Tribute Bespect, he found

merchant, dusinessman, a postmaster, a farmer, a '
i i iri Attachment: Transcription of Masonic Tribute of Respect

grocer, a distributor of spirits, a war veteran, an To the W. M. Wardens & Brethren of Blue Mountain Lodge No. 38 F&AM

Master Masonand member oDa h|l onega Tribute of Respect

MountainMasonid_.odgeNo. 38.

Rick successfully located the original 1884 Lodge
Yecords, inscribed by the elegant hahi @ances-

In the midst of life we are in (the) valley of death; again the fraternal chain of
Masonic brotherhood (has) been broken by the decease of our brother Bradford
< 2 )
Fast f or war d 137 y ear s W. Brackett who was a member of Blue Mountain Lodge No 38 of F& AM, and t h

1884.T hr e e of B Fgaaat g rand dmlfgb- was also a prominent citizen of Lumpkin County, Ga for more than thirty years.
f This is the fourth time within a few weeks past that this Lodge has been called
ters got together to research and write a book ab

to perform the funeral obscquies of our departed brethren, which warns us all in

t heir ki nf o |IBlkackett frami |ytf AR d its language of our Supreme Grand Master, to be ye also ready for ye know not
when the Son of Man cometh.

rari a. o T h € y h a d b een Brother Bradford W. Brackett was born in Hall County Ga on the 22™ day of n p ts
locate gravesites fBradford and his wife Julie Ann June 1819, and died at his home in Lumpkin County Ga on the 29" day of May

and several of their children. During their search '*" ¥

earlyhistoricnewspaperst wasdiscoveredhat Mr. Therefor(e) be it resolved
BraCkett\NaS honoredW|th a Masonicfu neralS()' In First That in the death of our brother Bradford W. Brackett, the Lodge of
June 2021 his gr@Ea{granddaughter Debra which he was a member has lost a brother true and faithful. The

! country has lost a good citizen and his family a good husband and
Brackett Garmon wrote a letter to thembers of Paflier and frierd.

Blue Mountain Lodge and asked a single question: o o _
Second We deeply sympathize with the surviving widow and children of the

deceased and tender them our condolence.

Do your recori ds show theirial location for Third ~ We are aware of the fact that among those who are acquainted with
Bra dfa I‘d W. Brac keﬂ7 the history of our departed brother there may be some persons who

will criticise and perhaps doubt the correctness of our statements as to
the general good character of our deceased brother when judged by a

. . . strict moral code, as he was known to have been concerned in the sale

The Ietter was rece|Ved by S_ecretary M ItCh Rld of spiritous liquors for many years, which we do not approbate. But in
who passedt along to local historiamand Lodge making up the general estimate of his character and conduct through

. N . .z life, we take into consideration his early associations and education
brOthGr,RlChardN. o0 RI Hd’(“@. and in the exercise of that charity which is kind and hopeth all things

and endureth all things, we are constrained to omit his errors

Rick Harris was the I’Ight person at jUSt the I’Ig| and approve hisl virtues leaving him hopefully in the hands of Him
time to assist the Brackett descendani®inquest. whe deith 2ll things well.
His own g reag rea-tg randfather was W. H. M CAfee, Fourth That a blank page be left on the records of our Lodge for the

LOdg e Secretary at th e tﬂmé Br a d f or d iliict;ié)rt.ionofhisname and date of birth and death of said deceased
death. The two men were contemporaries, and prc _ _
. . . Fifth That the foregoing peamble and resolutions be entered on the
ably kneW eamther We” Rle reV|ewed the |nfor' minutes of our Lodge and that a certified copy thereof under the
mat i on p r ov i d e d i n De b Seal of the Lodge be furnished by our Secretary to the widow of nec | u d
. . . our deceased brother and that a copy also be furnished to the
I‘endel‘lng Of thMaSOHICTrIbuteOf ReSpeCdrafted Editor of the Mountain Signal and that he be requested to publish
by the Lodgeandpublished inthe Signahewspaper the same.
soonafterB r a d fbarialdtge srethrenacknowl- Respectfully submitied
\ June 4™ 1884 .
edgedhathewas, 0. ..condemne Sl ri-
tous |l iquors for many Wier Boyd ot he
.. . . . i CAICC
good character and civic contributions spannir W. J. Worley
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the Lodge minutes for the first day of June. TheHe wasappointedA u r a postraadtsrpncein

minutes detailed a calleeketing of the officers to
recogni ze Mr. B r docuknent t

1857andagainin 1874.He was a captain of his
Awariapbassid 821 gGeorgik hvalitia, and also

confirmed Mr. Brackett was buried at the Baptistserved as both canfederate soldier and as a

church cemetery in Auraria danel, 1884 with

member of the Home Guard during the War Be-

Masonic honors. The Baptist cemetery in Auraridween the State®/hen he died May 29, 1884 at

was, and is to this daffiliatedwith Antioch Bap-
tist Church.

The Masonic Record of Bradford W. Brackett. From the

age 64, theSignah e ws paper
crowd ofcitizens attended the funeral sevices of
Mr . B. W. Brackett, one
at Auraria, whadied last Fridagnd wasburied
SundawithMasoni ¢ honors. o6

So, was the mystery solved? Not quite.
To be continued...

Records of Blue Mountain Lodge No. 38 provided by

Who was Bradford W. Brackett?

Aurariawas agold miningtown, andthe site of
our n &irst igaddmrushs The nameAuraria
means o0gold. o6 Bradford
not a gold miner himself, waswccessful busi-
nessman and merchant who saw the potential of
providing goods and services the men and
women who came by the hundreds to find their
fortunes in the hills of Nortlseorgia. Bradford

B r a c loeupationswas listed in an 1866 IRS
Tax Assessor Report a®d &Ret ai |
probablythe most irdemand commodity of the
time. In the 1888holes & Co. Business Directo-
ry, B. W. Brackett was listed as a grocer in Au-
raria. On thé-ederaCensus ofhatsame yeahe
listedhimselfasafarmer.He wasalandholder of
almost 300 acres, built one of the first houses in
Auraria, which still stands today ankh®swvn as
the 060l d
married Bradford in 1846, atfty spent the rest
of their lives there, birthing and raising 10 chil-
dren on their land and livinghe househe built.
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Brother Rick Harris.

W. Brackett, although
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