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FORM FOR CHANGING ADDRESS FOR MESSENGER

TYPE or PRINT information requested and mail to the
Grand Lodge address on the back cover.

K | Name in Full

Lodge Name and Number

If you have moved, PLEASE RETURN YOUR ADDRESS LABEL ABOVE
TO THE GRAND LODGE OF GEORGIA along with your new address:

Ny

Lodge Name and Number

Street or PO. Box

City
Zip Code

Brethren, it is your responsibility to make certain your address is current.
Be certain your Lodge secretary has your correct address.
Current addresses are kept in the Grand Secrefary’s Office in Macon.
The Editor of the Masonic Messenger DOES NOT keep o fist of addresses.
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OFFICIAL NOTICE

Cory Andrew Quarlesformer member of Hill City Lodge No. 319, who was also a past master of Gordon
Springs Lodge No. 463; resigned from Freemasonry effective August 14, 2019, and now requests reinstat:
through the Grand Lodge of Georgia, as a regular Master Mason.

Masonic Code 8Bl4requires, in part, that notice of the request for reinstatement shall be published in the N
sonic Messenger to allow any member to comment or object in writing. However, objections on the floor of
Grand Lodge can be made orally by any permanent member of Grand Lodge, currently elected Masters, o
other Master Mason with the consent of Grand Lodge, at the annual communication.

Grand Lodge votes on the request for reinstaterbat23% Annual Communication of Grand Lodge, will
be held in Macon, GA on October 26, 202/%itten objections must be sent to the Grand Secretary in time to
be considered by the investigating committee.

Procedures for Grand Lodge Communication OctobeaB@tB7t2021

For ALL members including committee members.

Please log into Grand View, bring up your account and click on Grand LadgestPagion (which will not

be available until September 15th)

You will use your membership card as your name badge.

Please do this between SeptemberatitiOctober 15th

When you arrive at Grand Lodge you will need to check in and pick up any books, ballots and voting pane
then you may enter the Grand lodge Session.

Lodge per capita must be up to date or Lodge Representatives will be denied Voting credentials.

If you have any questions please contact LIloyd Bowen, Chairman of the Credentials Commit-
teelloyd@bowenmcelrath.com

GRAND LODGE INFORMATION

Grand Lodge 235 Annual Communication will be held on Tuesday Octobea6 full session in the Ma-
con Centreplex. No out of state guests or vendors will be present. Complete information will be published |
the Fall edition of the Masonic Messenger, as well as in Grand View.

PLEASE NOTE THE EMAIL FOR THE EDITOR OF THE
MASONIC MESSENGER HAS CHANGED.

Please email articles of interest, 50, 55, 60, 65, and 70 Year Awards,
Masonic Book Reviews, etc. to:

messenger@glofga.org
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From the Desk of the Grand Master
Most Worshipful Brother
Jan M. Giddens

Greetings my Brethren.vantage of the down time to work on your lodges. |

This Masonic year is rapidlgaw many newly painted, lights changed out to LEDs
coming to a close and wend many other improvements. | was proud of the

are making preparations foway the masons of Georgia responded to this situa-
the 23% Annual Communication of the Grand Lodg#on.

of Georgia in October. The plan is to hold a regullrfilrAloril when the Governor dropped all COVID re-
seismn at the Marriot in Macon on Tgesday OCtoI%?éd restrictions we were allowed to begin degree
26", becaus_e of the abundan_ce of business we ha\\f\ﬁ)m once again. Everywhere | go candidates are being
cover We will _op_en .at 8 am instead of 9. We ar_e\ﬂ8erd by the lodges, degree teams, courtesy work is
extending an invitation to out of state guests, so Inff%s i 1, g done | 6ve met many
ductions will be at a minimum in order to move thiﬁ%sons and they tell me without exception it was
along. While business and elections are requirec{,\,g?ﬁ1 the wait. New candidates are coming in, En-
anOSt pop'\L;IIarke\t/TDr.\t V\_”” return this year and that 'St[a%d Apprentice and Fellowcraft are progressing in
armers Market Ficnic. good order. A word of caution Brethren, with this new
When | was appointed to the Grand Lodge linevariance | do not know if new restrictions are coming
2012, MWB E. Ray Knittel was the Grand Master d@mn the Governor or not, so keep up the work and
he told me to enjoy the trip because it will fly bylinet 6 s mak e masons and g
one big fl ash. My r e s p ohangee at that dife oh@ngiagnexperireces wee all had
years before you get t avheweacante thkbagh tha dodor. Do eoodvwaosk, re- i
candt believe my ter m imemberovenwantdlasons noanmembeens.d . It h
an incredible journey and | have enjoyed every mi@.l}ee t hr en | canét t hank

of the trip. | was blessed to be able to travel extensiye- . you have bestowed on me by giving me the op-

ly in the eight years prior to being elected in zozo,w%nity to serve as Grand Master of Masons in

have had the opportunity to meet so many of youc?euorgia. To be able to serve with all of you this year
over our great state.

has been a joy and a privilege and will always be one o
| made plans for the things | wanted to do this yeartheshighlights of my life. For more than 235 years Ma-
all Grand Masters do, but COVID has caused mestms have been an integral part of our great state, anc
change some of those plans. No GM Forums, woy&u and | will leave our mark in the history of Georgia
day at the home and camp had to be cancelled Masonry as well.
othe.r events large and slmall were can.celled. It was My torward to many years of service to the craft
opinion that the best thing | could this year was, 10
' h all of you.

travel to Lodges and be the voice of calm and encour-
agement while we dealt with the restrictions we were
under. But | was always the one that left each lodggernally and forever in your debt,
encouraged by all of you. You were still meeting, still .

.g . y y . g an M Giddens
fellowshipping, checking on each other, taking of as
much business as you could, many of you took ad-
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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE MASONS OF GEORGIA

Brethren, a piece of Il egislation wil!/ be presen
that can be offered to our Lodges. The Bill that | am asking to you read and prayerfully consider is for &
capita increase in the amount of $6.50. | am well aware that the majority of the Lodges in Georgia are ¢©
with the same issues, expenses going up and dues paying members going down. While most Lodges ha
their dues in recent years, our Grand Lodge has not hadapifeeincrease sine 2005, currently theapéa

is $26.50 of that only $9.50 is ear marked to run your Grand Lodge office. They are running an office in
with 2005 money and less of that.

The membership in 2005 was 41,179 and as of July 15, 2021 the membership stands at 29,045 a differ
more than 12,000 members. That is total membership and not dues paying members only, emeritus me
reduce the total income. Expenses are up and income is down and in order to continue to provide the sam
of services to our Lodges an increase is necessary. The Grand Lodge Office has cut its expenses in ev
possible, reducing the office staff from four full time employees to two fulltime and two part time.

These are some of the expenses incurred to run your Grand Lodge Office;

Salaries, employee health insurance, phones, office equipment, office rental, postage, printing, office st
Fifty Year Aprons, pins and certificates (over 700 in 2021) aprons alone are $32.50 each. An annual audi
Grand Lodge books costs $18,000, to hold our Annual Communication and the Farmers Market is a larg
pense. Aprons and jewels for the Grand Lodge Committee members and Grand Lodge Officers is an on
expense, the Code, Georgia Lodge Membership booklets and other printed are provided to the Lodge at nc

Your Grand Lodge Office sole purpose is help, aid and assist the lodoethisitBrand Jurisdiction and it

will continue to do so but we need the help of the Masons of Georgia. In each Grand Masters Address boo
Proceedings the full audit is printed for all to see and | encourage you to review them and see the efforts ¢
Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer to manage the money entrusted to them.

Brethren, | am symbolically holding up the Grand Hailing Sign of Distress, the need for this increase is
overdue. | ask you to look at the numbers and to go upon bended knees in earnest prayer to the GAOTL
vote for this increase.

Fraternally and at your service,

Jan M. Giddens

Grand Master
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GEORGIA HOSTS THE ANNUAL
SOUTHEASTERN MASONIC CONFERENCE

On August 57 the Grand Lodge of Georgia hosted the Southeastern Masonic Conference at Stone Mounte
Park. The SEMC began in 1961 and is held on a rotating basis between the ten states that make it up the
ference. Georgia has hosted this event six times before this year and will host it again in 2031. It is an opf
tunity for elected Grand Lodge officers to get together and share what is working and not working in their |
dictions. It also builds wonderful and lasting relationships between Grand Lodges.

This yeard6s event was meant to be a family reun
Grand Lodges (like Georgia) did not allow out of state guest, so it has been sometime since we have gath
together. The idea was well received, and the meeting was less formal, no coats or ties, and we had an oj
cussion of the issues facing our several jurisdictions. The First Lady, Margo Giddens took the ladies out ¢
tour of old homes on the park along with a luncheon and a trip to the top of Stone Mountain. The whole ev
seemed to be what everyone needed, some sense o0
Hot Springs Arkansas.

The event was a success because of a great tearmairkiaugl Masons and ladies. Right Worshipful Brother
Ben Polston was the committee chairman and with the Grand Secretary, Mac McGee worked out all the d
with the hotel and convention center. Julie and Carolyn from the Grand Lodge office helped with registratit
YAARAB Shrine offered the use of their bus driven by Brother Ray Crews, to take the ladies around the p:
The Worshipful Master and several brothers from Kennesaw Lodge No. 33 provided and served ice crean
all the participants Thursday evening. The entertainment committee out did everybody with their effort. Ju
and Joy Wolfe along with their committee ran the hospitality room and did the decorations for the Friday n
banquet. A team effort made for a memorable event for everyone present and they all left with good mem
of a few days in Georgia.

Thanks to all who made this event a huge success.
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235 Annual Communic
of the

Grand: Lodge of Geoirg
Free and Accepted Ma:

The 23% Annual Communication of The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepte
Masons for the State of Georgia, will be held on Octoband&®, 2021 at the Macon Cen-
treplex and the Marriott Macon City Center, located 240 Coliseum Drive Macon, 36217; 478
-5300

The Host Hotel rates are $115.00 plus taxes and fees, reservations can be made beginning
tember 8 through October 1st., 2021. Free Parking

BanquetT he Gr and Master ds Banquet witlat6:3ben he
in Ballroom A, B and C of the Macon Centreplex. Tickets are available in the Grand Lodge
fice, please call Carolyn for tickets or email bphatson@glofga.argickets are $75.00 per
person and limited to 150.

Grand Lodge Session/Farmers Market session will begin at 8:00 am Tuesday morning Oc-
tober 28 and will be set to refreshment by 5 pm, for the Annual Tommy Irvin Farmers Marke
Picnic. Cost is still only $5.00 (five) dollars. Tickets may be purchased in the Grand Lodge C
by calling or emailing Carolyn. The Picnic will start at 6:00 pm and: fun, fellowship and food
be had by all attending. 474821475 olgsec@glofga.org

IMPORTANT GRAND LODGE INFORMATION

Registration For Grand Lodge must be done on Grand View by clickindploe #Beand Lodge Rre
Registration banner under the Lodge Name (Right Side of Screen).

There will be no admittance to Grand Lodge without a current valid dues card.
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SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR YOUR FRATERNITY
ON YOUR VEHICLE AND ON YOUR LAPEL

Having a Georgia Masonic car tag shows the public that you are a pra

Mason. But it also shows that you support the charities that your Geor

Masonic Charities Foundation helps fund, as a portion of each tag rec

tration is returned to the Foundation. Now you can also so that suppo
by wearing a Masonic car tag lapel pin.

GEORGIA

GLofGA

(FREEMASON )

Most Worshipful Grand Master Giddens has made available this lapel |
for all who either renew or order the Masonic car tag in 2021. Simply ¢
tact any Grand Line Officer with a copy of your 2021 tag order or provi

a photo of your 2021 tag to receive YRIEE lapel pin.

Thank you for your support and having pride in our Fraternity.
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2020 Code Bills Held Over From The 234tk Annual

Communication of the Grand L.odge of Georgia

CODE BILL NO. 20261

13. Committee on Tax (Secs. 2-216A & 23-134)
14. Committee on Laws (Secs. 2-216B & 23-134)

This bill seeks to amend Chaptey Bection-201 of 15. Entertainment Committee (Sec. 2-217)
the Masonic Code by creation of Grand Lodge Infok6.Higher Education Fund Committee (Sec. 2-

mation Technology Committee and adding a new

Code Section for said Committee.

218)
17.Youth Council Committee (Sec. 2-219)
18. General Welfare Committee (Sec. 2-219.1)

The Jurisprudence Committee finds this bill in propk®. Masonic Education and Leadership Develop-
legal form and not in confiict with any other section ment Directors [a commission] (Sec. 2-223 &

of the Code.

A bill to provide for the creation of a Grand LLodge
Information Technology (IT) Committee by
amending Chapter 2-2 Section 2-201.

Be it Enacted by the Grand Lodge of Georgia
Free and Accepted Masonsthat the Masonic Code
Chapter 2-2, Section 2-201 only be amended as
follows:

2-201. Permanent Committees.- Thereshall be the
following permanent Committees of the Grand
Lodge:

1. Committee on the Grand Mastet's Address
(Sec. 2-202)

2. Committee on Appealsand Grievances(Secs
2-203 & Chs. 781, 791, 831, 832,851 & 86
-1)

3. Finance Committee (Secs. 2-204 & 4-903)

4. Committee on Foreign Correspondence (Sec.
2-205)

5. Credentials Committee (Sec. 2-200)

6. Board of Relief (Sec. 2-207)

7. Georgia Masonic Home Endowment Com-
mittee (Sec. 2-208)

8. EducationaandHistoricalCommissior{Secs.2-
209 2-21Q 3-115(b),9-101(b),9-104, 9-105&
9-106, andCh.66-1)

9. Code Supplement Committee (Secs. 2-211 & 3
-115(c))

10. Publications Committee (Sec. 2-212)

11.Board of Custodians [of the Uniform Work]
(Secs. 2-213 & 2-214)

12.Properties and Investment Committee (Sec. 2-
215)

2-227)

20.Committeeon JurisprudencéSecs3-113, 3-11
4,3-115(a)

21.Retitement Committee (Sec. 4-900)

22.District Deputies to the Grand Master [a com-
mission] (Ch. 5-1)

23.Board of Trustee of the Masonic Home (Sec.
6-101)

24.Board of Trustees of the Georgia Masonic
Home Endowment Fund (Sec.6-102)

25Dewey Harold Wollstein Award Committee
(Sec. 9-101)

26.Charters and Byaws Committee (Sec-D2

27 GACHIP Committee(Sec2-225)

28 DevelopmentCommitteeSec.2-226)

29 Information Technology(IT) Committee

Furthermorepe it enactedby the Grand Lodge of
GeorgiafFree and Acceptédasons, that the Mason-
ic Code Chapte?2-2 be amendeldy adding a new
Sectiorof the MasonicCodeasfollows:

Information Technology Committee.-The I'T Com-
mittee shall consist of five memberswho shallbe

selectedaccordingto their capabilitiesasbeingqual-
ified to perform the dutiesof this committee.The
termsof the saidmembershallbe three years expir-
ing in_staggerederms at the close of the annual
GrandLodge sessioéfter the close of the 2020 an-
nualGrand Lodge sessidine Grandlaster shall ap-
point one membewhose term will expir@ 2021,
two membersvhoseterm will expirein 2022,and
two membersvhosetermswill expirein 2023 The
Grand Mastershall appoinhew membersas those
terms expireThe Grand Mastershallappoint mem-
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bersto fill the remainderf unexpiredtermsasva- CODE BILL NO. 20203
cancies occur. In the Grand Master' s discretion,
members can_be_reappointed upon the expiratiodf  7ps pjjf seeks to amend Section Z8 relating to
their term. Committee members do not have to be withdrawal of charges to provide that an appeal of a
permanentnemberof GrandLodge. . oy .
refusal of a Trial Commission Chailrman to accept a
withdrawal of charges shall not act to suspend the rul-
The purposeof the committeshallbe to revievihe  j,g or prevent the trial from moving forward; howev-
performanceof GLAD; to make recommendations er, the appeal shall be heard by the Committee on Ap-

relatedio the purchasdease, or acquisitiah infor- : . .
matiortechn o?o avel atij equipm e?m oftware.and P€als and Grievances and shall ultimately be decided

servicesfor GLAD: to perform othersuch infor- bV the Grand Lodge.
mation technologyelated duties as requirdy the
Grand Master; and by the appointmenby the

Grand Master to _periodically audit user access a
providedin Chapterl3

The Jurisprudence Committee finds this bill in proper
S/ega/ form and not in confiict with any other section
of the Code.

A bill to amend Chaptéi8-1, Sectiory8121of the
Masonic Code relating the withdrawadfchargeso
provide that an appeafl a refusadf a trialcommis-
sion chairman to accept a withdrawalof charges
shall not act to suspetiteruling or preventhe trial
movingforward;howeverthe appeal shdlle heard
by the committee on appeaiwl grievances and shall
be ultimately decided by the Grand Lodge Said
codecurrentlyreadsasfollows:

William R. Moore, PM
Dacula Lodge No. 433
Buford Lodge No. 292
Lawrenceville Lodge No. 131

Tom D. Bruce , PM
Tucker Lodge No. 42
Fulton Lodge No. 216

CODE BILL NO. 20262

78121. Withdrawalof ChargesCharges preferred
This bill seeks to repeal Sectid08. by the_ I__odge or acceptedbyit maybe withdrawn
by majorityvote and upon secrieallot at any regular

The Jurisprudence Committee finds this bill in propggmmunicatiorprior to evidencén the case being

legal form and not in confiict with any other sectidieard by the Trial Commissioar by the Chairman
of the Code. or ViceChairmanof the Trial CommissionVith-

drawalof charges malye approvedor disapproved
A Bill repealing Secti103 of the MasoniCode by the Trial CommissioChairman, (or in event of
since it referso a MasoniCode Sectionthat was hisbeing unavailabithe Vice Chairmamindhis de-
rejectedn 2003andis consequentlyneaningless.  Cisionshallbesubjectto appealwithin 30 days sub-

jectto reviewby the Appealsand Grievance€om-
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GRAND LODGE mittee, and subjectto final approvalby Grand
OF GEORGIA FREE AND ACCEPTED MA- Lodge, in the same mannagny trial procedure.
SONSthat Sectior-103 of the MasonicCodethat  (Se€SectiorB4-101,84102,85104).
readse—-803—MASONIC HOME-AMBASSADORS
PROGRAM-The Board-of Trustees with-the-assistarfe@ it enactedby the Grand Lodgeof GeorgiaFree

of-the-home-staff-shall-develop-and-implement-a pRfIdAcceptedMasonsthat the MasonicCodeChap-
gram-to-educate-Masonic-HomeAmbassaders-so 1§At/&1, CodeSection78121, only be amendedas
they-may-effectively-perform-the-duties-assigned-to tHOPWS: . _ .
by the Worshipful Master-and-as-deseribed-in-Sectioff§ removinghe sectionn its entiretyand replacing

1-0-be and the same is hereby repealed. it with the followingvording:

Tom D. Bruce, PM "78-121. Withdrawalof ChargesCharges accepted
Tucker Lodge No. 42 by a Lodge méyewithdrawnby majorityote made
Fulton Lodge No. 216 by secreballot at any regular communicatioor to
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evidencean the case beingeardby the Trial Com-

missionor by theChairmanor ViceChairman of
the Trial CommissionA withdrawalof chargesnay
be approvedor disapprovedby the Trial Commis-

A bill to amendChapter78-1, Section78128of the
MasonicCode relatingto acceptingcharge® pro-
vide that chargesased on a convictiaor plea of
guiltyto a felonychargamaynot bewithdrawnby a

sion Chairman(or in event of his being unavailabléodge.Saidcodecurrentlyreadsasfollows:

the Vice Chairman). The decision of the Trial Com-

mission Chairman (or ViGhairman) shall be sub-78-128. Accepting Charges.- Charges offered at a
ject to appeal within 30 days; however, an appeal efaecd meeting shall be read bythe Secretary, and
denial to withdraw the charges shall not act to suse I.odge shall thereupon determine by a majority
pend the ruling or prevent the trial moving forwardote whether or not the same shall be accepted and

A withdrawal of charges, and any appeal on actiehs alleged offense investigated, except that no
thereon, shall be subject to review by the Appeaise of the Lodge shall be necessary or taken as to
and Grievances Committee. and subject to final aghether or not charge(s)and specification(s) shall
proval by Grand Lodge. (See Section$084 84 be acceptedand the allegedoffenseinvestigated
102. 85104)." when the charge(spnd specification(s) are founded
on a certifiedcopy of the indictment (or accusa-
tion), plea, and sentence from the court of record
wherein the member was convicted of or pled
guilty (or nolo contendere) to a felony.

78121. Withdrawal of ChargeSharges accepted by ,

a Lodge may be withdrawn by majority vote made Wyret @ member of a Lodge has been convicted of
secret ballot at any regular communication prior $ Pled guilty or (nolo contendere) to a felony in
evidence in the case being heard by the Trial Cgiy Court, and a certified copy of the indictment
mission or by the Chairman or V@eairman of the (°f accusation), plea, and sentence from the court
Trial Commission. A withdrawal of charges may Bétecord wherein the member wasconvicted of or
approved or disapproved by the Trial Commissidted guilty (or nolo contendere) to the felony is pre-
Chairman (or in event of his being unavailable. tigted in openLodge, then it shall be the duty of
Vice Chairman). The decision of the Trial Commigie Worshipful Master to order the Junior Warden
sion Chairman (or Vigghairman) shall be subject to°t some other Master Mason who is a member of
appeal within 30 days: however, an appeal of a defal-0dge to prepare a suitable chargeith an ap-
to withdraw the charges shall not suspend the ruliff¢Priatespecificationor specifications agairtste
or prevent the trial moving forward. A withdrawal giccused and to present the same to the Lodge
charges, and any appeal on actions thereon, shalVin forty (40) days.

subject to review by the Appeals and Grievances ) _
Committee. and subject to final approval by Grard'¢ Worshipful Master shall order suitable Charge
Lodge. (See Sectionsl®. 84102. 85104). (s) and Specification(s)founded on a certified copy

of the indictment (or accusation), plea, and sen-
tence from the court of record wherein the mem-
ber was convicted of or pled guilty (or nolo con-
tendere) to a felony to be appended to the minutes
of the Lodge. The Worshipful Master shall then
CODE BILL NO. 20264 declareghe charge(sacceptednd he shallorderthe
This bill seeks to amend Chaptel,78ection ?828 Secr-etaryf © }llmnﬁedlatdy rransmit two certified
) ) copies of such charge(s), specifications, and sup-
related to accepting charges to provide that chargesorting court documents to the Chairman of the
based on a conviction or plea of guilty to a felony 'Trial Commission for the district in which such
charge may not be withdrawn by a lodge. Lodge is located, and one certified copy to the
Grand Master.
The Jurisprudence Committee finds this bill in proper
legal form and not in conflict with any other section®é it enactethy the Grand_odge of Georgi&ree
the Code. andAcceptedviasons that the Masonic CGtiepter
781, CodeSection78121,only be amendedasfol-

So that the section as amended shall read as fol-
lows:

Jeftery L. Smith, PM
Lawrenceville Lodge #131
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lows: of the indictment (or accusation), plea, and sentence
from the court of record wherein the member was

By adding the words "Charges and specifications ~ convicted of or pled guilty (or nolo contendere) to a

based on a certified copy of the indictment (oraccu- felony, may not be withdrawn by a lodge.

sation),plea,and sentencdérom the court of record

whereinthe memberwasconvictedof or pled guilty ~ Jeffery L. Smith, PM

(or nolo contendere) to a felony, may not be with-  Lawrenceville Lodge #131

drawn by a lodge," so that the section as amended

shall read as follows:

CODE BILL NO. 20205
78128. Accepting ChargeSharges offered at a stat-
ed meeting shall be read by the Secretary, and th&s bill seeks to amend Chapted 8Section 8505
Lodge shall thereupon determine by a majority V%/az‘/hg to the date of meeting of the Appeals and

whether or not the same shall be accepted and & vances Committee by chanaing the reouirement
alleged offense investigated, except that no vote g 4 9ing 7

the Lodge shall be necessary or taken as to whetRéf77€eting on the fourth Monaay of September, to
or not charge(s) and specification(s) shall be accegtéaw for other meetings of said committee, and to

and the alleged offense investigated when the chaggblish cases to be heard at the required meeting.

(s) and specification(s) are founded on a certified ) . ) o
copy of the indictment (or accusation), plea, and sdile Jurisprudence Committee finds this bill in proper
tence from the court of record wherein the membérgal form and not in conflict with any other section of

was convicted of or pled guilty (or nolo contenderéje Code.

to a felony. A bill to amend Chapter 85-1, Section 85-105 of
#hg Masonic Code relating to the date of meeting of

When a member of a Lodge has been convicted o L Committe@n Appeals anGrievanceso change
pled guilty or (nolo contendere) to a felony in arji P 9

Court, and a certified copy of the indictment (or a le requirementfor meeting orthe fourthMonday
cusation), plea, and sentence from the court of recngSeptemberto allow for othermeetingsof the
wherein the member was convicted of or pled guifty"Mtt€eand to establistuses to be heard at the

(or nolo contendere) to the felony is presented fjrduired meeting. Said code currendy reads as fol-
open Lodge, then it shall be the duty of the Worship-"*'

ful Master to order the Junior Warden or some oth . . .

Master Mason who is a member of the Lodge to prg 105 Committee to Meet on Fourth Monday in
pare a suitable charge with an appropriate specifit cmPer--The Appeals and Grievances Commit-
tion or specifications against the accused and to %F?-Shau meet on the fourth Monday in September

L each year preceding each Annual Communica-
sent the same to the Lodge within forty (40) days. tion of the Grand Lodge and hear all appeals that

e been filed with the Grand Lodge and formu-

The Worshipful Master shall order suitable Chargei g . :
e o their recommendatioto the Grand Lodgeafter
and Specification(s) founded on a certified copy for ding eachparty arbpportunity to be h(?ar A

the indictment (or accusation), plea, and sente

from the court of record wherein the member wa{jglef summary of the factual background as well as
convicted of or pled guilty (or nolo contendere) to 4¢ 1112l Commission s verdict and sentence or
felony to be appended to the minutes of the Lodgscommended sentence shall be prepared in writ-
The Worshipful Master shall then declare the chaf‘%% and made a part Ofth}i Appeals an? Gﬂcvﬁnccs
(s) accepted and he shall order the Secretary to im éﬁ‘n;:ttee s report. In the absence of compliance
diately transmit two certified copies of such charge %ta the above procedure said Committee on Ap-
specifications, and supporting court documents to thgh 2nd Grievances shall not recommend to the
Chairman of the Trial Commission for the district ify "4 L-odge any change in thchvcrd}lft or penalty
which such Lodge is located, and one certified co é?md or imposed in any case wherethere is an ap-

al.
to the Grand Master. Be it enactedby the Grand Lodge of GeorgiaFree

Charges and specifications based on a certified C%BgAcceptedMasonsthat the MasonicCodeChap-
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ter 851, Code Section85105 only be amendedas
follows:

By deleting the title "Committee to Meet on Fourth
Monday in September," adding the ttle "Required
Meeting of Committeepy addinghe words'or be-
fore," by adding the word$0t already heard by
said committee," and by adding the words
"Nothing in this section shall preclude the commit-
tee from having other meetings or hearings as may
be deemed necessary appropriateby the Chairman

A BIll to providefor a changé¢o the fees payable
per annumby Masons obtainingEmeritusStatus
after Decembe8l, 2020 byamendingSections23
129, 31114 and 3115 f the Masonic Code.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GRAND LODGE
OF GEROGIA, FREE AND ACCEPTED

MASONS that

Section23129 of the Masonic Code, relating to

of said committee," so that the section as amendedesto Grand Lodge,beamendedsothaiaid Sec-

shallread a®llows:

85105. Committeeto Meeton Fourth Monday in
SeptembeReguiredMeetingofCommitteeThe Ap-

pealsand GrievancesCommitteeshall meet on or

before thdourth Mondayin Septembeiof each year

preceding each Annual Communicatiorof the
Grand Lodge and hear all appeals that have been
filed with the Grand Lodge not already heard by
said committee and formulate their recommenda-
tion to the Grand LLodge after affording each party
an opportunity to be heard. A briefsummary of the
factual background as well as the Trial Commis-
sion's verdict andsentence or recommended sen-
tence shall be prepared in writing and made a part
of the Appeals and Grievances Committee's report.
In the absence of compliance with the above pro-
cedure said Committee on Appeals and Grievances
shall not recommend to the Grand Lodge any
change in the verdict or penalty found or imposed
in any casewherethere is an appeal. Nothing in

this sectionshallpreclude the committee from hav-

ing other meetings or hearings as may be deemed
necessanpr appropriateby the Chairmanof said

committee.

JefferyL. Smith,PM
Lawrencevillé.odge#131

CODE BILL NO. 20266
This bill seeks to amend Sectiond 28 31114 and

31-115 by providing for a change to the fees payablé
per annum by Masons obtaining Emeritus Status a

December 31, 2020.

tion, as amended, shall read as follows:

23-129. Dues to Grand Lodge.- Every Lodge shall
pay the Grand LLodge on or before August Ist of
each year Nine Dollars and Fifty Cents ($9.50) for
each member in good standing on June 30th of that
year and who is not a perpetual member, and
Three Dollars and Fifty Cents ($3.50) for each
member reinstated, and also Three Dollars and Fif-
ty Cents for each candidate initiated since June
30th of the preceding year and prior to July 1st of
the current year. Every L.odge which fails to make
such payment, in full, on or before September 1st
of each year, shall in addition thereto pay ten per-
cent on the unpaid balance of such sum as shall
have been due on August 1st of each year; and the
Grand Secretary is authorized to charge and collect
the additional ten percent in the same manner as
other dues to the Grand Lodge are collected. The
Grand Master upon cause shown, may remit this
shall be
chargeable with dues to the Grand LLodge on mem-

penalty. No such Subordinate Lodge,

bers in good standing who have been awarded, the
Fifty-year award on or before December 31, 2020,
(see Sec. 9-104) by this Grand Lodge orwho have

reached the age of seventy-five years, on or before

December 31, 2020, provided they have been con-

jbuting members for a period of thirty years as a
ggmber of a lodge or lodges working under the
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Georgia or any
other Grand Jurisdiction with which the Grand

The Jurisprudence Committee finds this bill in pmpﬁ'fidg e of Georgia is in FraternRelationship See

legal form and not in confiict with any other secz‘/ongecs

the Code.

7110, 31-115.
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And that Section31-114 of the MasonicCode, re-
lating to Life Membership Authorized,When, be
amended so that said section, when amended, shall

read as follows:

31-114. Life Membership Authorized, When. -
The Subordinate Lodge may grant life membership
to a member exempting him for life from the pay-
ment of dues to the Subordinate Lodge, provided
that only one life member shall be permitted for

each fifty members of such Lodge in good standing
at the time of such election, ahdt any life mem-

bershipwhich may be granted thereafter shall be
granted only upon a special dispensation by the
Grand Master upon a showing that such exemption
from dues will not jeopardize the financial status of
such Lodge.

However, the Subordinate Lodge shall be liable to
the Grand Lodge for the per capita tax on alllife

members who have not attained the status of Emeéi-

tus Masonsen or before December 31D20.

And that Section31-115 of the MasonicCode, re-
lating to Emeritus Members,be amendeeb that
said section, when amended, shall read as follows:

on or before December 31, 2020, is allowed by the
Grand Lodge to the Subordinate T.odge. All Emer-

itus Masons are still liable to the Subordinate
Lodge for dues to it unless such Subordinate Lodge

shall exempt them by By-law.

An EmeritusDues Card shalbe issued annually
each Emeritudasonwhich shallbear thecurrent
yearprintedthereonandstatingthat this cardis val-

id only throughthe currentyear.Se&ec23-129.

No Mason may hold Emeritus status in more than

one Lodge concurrently.

A Mason who is a plural member of Subordinate
Lodges in Georgia, upon becomeéiigible to hold
Emeritus status, may be made an Emeritus Mason in
any one of sucfubordinate Lodges of which such
Mason is a member.

A Mason'sEmeritusstatus,once establishedvith a
Subordinated_odge,shallremainwith such Subordi-
nateLodgeuntil such Emerituslasonis no longera
member osuch Subordinateodge

Ray Knittel, PM
Cohutta Lodge No.64

CODE BILL NO. 20267

This bill seeks to amend Sectioid ZZ by providing a
copy of the Cipher Code to Lodges which practice

31-115. Emeritus MembersAn—exemption—from  Uniform Work.

. y y?ﬁé Jurisprudence Committee finds this bill in proper

| |E| ined ' ﬁ}'l y ¢ o8 " Ihl;) 3/ega/ form and not in confiict with any other section of
he G | L odae_to-tl bordi Lodge. OVi&@eCoa’e.
they-have-been-a-contributing-member-fera-period Ol to provide for increased access to knowledge
a{—tem*ty—ye&%%messamy‘e%ﬂﬂ%i .nog(rilﬂ better proficiency in all aspects of Freemasonty
m%&m%%dwhﬂe%w—%@mﬂd—w”s%‘y providing a copy of the Cipher Code of the Uni-
Hen—wﬁh—mhrek&the—@#&nd—l:edge—ef—@e%a—ls Borm Work to any Lodge practicing Uniform Work,
Fraternal—Relationshipi—and—such—Masens—shall Jpbenerequesof suchLodge.py amendingsection
known-as-Emeritus-Masens—but-theyubordinate 77122 CipherCodeof the MasonicCode.

Lodge may request Emeritus Status be granted to
any member of such Subordinate I.odge who has
been awarded the Fifty-Year Award (see section 9-
104) by this Grand T.odge or has attained seventy-

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GRAND LODGE OF
GEORGIA FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS that
Section 77-122. Cipher Code of the MasonicCode

five years of age, provided that they have been a
contributing member for a period of at least thirty
vears, not necessarily continuous, nor inthe same
jurisdiction, nor any other Grand Jurisdiction with
which the Grand Lodge of Georgia is in Fraternal
Relationship; and an exemption from dues to such
Masons who have been awarded Emeritus Status

14/ Fall 2021

be amendedso that said sectionas amendedshall
readasfollows:

Section/7-122. Cipher Coddt is a violatiorof Ma-
soniclaw in Georgido use any descriptiarf key,

cipher, or written work of a secret character. It is






