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From the Desk of the Grand Secretary  

Be on the lookout for changes coming to your Masonic Messenger. The Pub-
lications Committee is in discussions with our publisher, Panaprint, to 
change the publication of  the Masonic Messenger from Bimonthly to quar-
terly; going from 32 to 48 pages. This will result in a cost savings of  over 
$17,000. A specific date for transition has not been determined. Your Publi-
cations Committee is always working to improve your Masonic Messenger 
and we ask for your input on what you would like to see included in the mag-
azine. Do not hesitate to contact me at coffeybr@gmail.com. 
 
Brian Coffey, Second Grand Steward 
Chairman, Publications Committee 

Brethren all, 

Please remember to submit your 50, 55, 60, 65, 70, and 75 year awards to the Editor as soon 

as possible. These can be sent to editor@masonicmessenger.com or 728 Baugh Mountain Rd. 

NW, Sugar Valley, GA 30746. Please do not send images in text messages as they are difficult 

to track. When taking the picture of  the honored Brother, please be sure to have good light-

ing and send an image with the awardee only. Images with DDGMs, PGMs, and family are 

more difficult to edit onto the page. A headshot (generally to the waist) works the best. Thank 

you for your continued assistance in this matter and please donõt hesitate to reach out if I can 

be of  assistance in any way.  

Sincerely, 

The Editor 

Great example 

of a superb 

Awardee image 
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ILLUSTRIOUS THOMAS LANCELOT REESE, II, 33Á 
Born: September 19, 1933 ð Milledgeville, Georgia 

Died: May 27, 2020 -- Milledgeville, Georgia 
PASSED TO THE GREAT BEYOND IN HIS EIGHTY SIXTH YEAR 

WHEREAS, The Officers and Members in the Valley of 
Middle Georgia, Orient of Georgia, Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, desire to record their deepest 
sorrow at the death of their Masonic Brother, Illustrious 
Brother Thomas Lancelot Reece, II, 33Á who, since June 
19, 1976, has served the Scottish Rite, Valley of Middle 
Georgia in several capacities. Brother Tom in his years con-
tributed greatly to mankind and our country. His zest for 
life, his accomplishments individually will not soon be for-
gotten and we are much better for his life here on earth. He 
was a kind, generous and compassionate Christian friend to 
many who traveled many miles with him to some remote 
place to confer degrees or offer assistance. Brother Tom 
was educated in the public schools of Hancock County, 
Georgia and graduated from the University of Georgia 
School of Pharmacy in 1956 with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Pharmacy. He served from 1959 to 1962 in the 
United States Army Medical Service Corps, rising to the 
rank of First Lieutenant. After his discharge in 1962, he was 
employed in pharmacy, and in 1968, he began a long career 
with Central State Hospital in Milledgeville, retiring after 30 
years as the Clinical Pharmacy Supervisor and Coordinator 
of the Developmental Disabilities Division Pharmacy. He 
was a member of several professional organizations, and 
also served as President of the Milledgeville Rotary Club.  

 
Brother Reese was initiated in Macon Lodge #5 on March 
2, 1964, passed to the Degree of Fellowcraft on March 16, 
1964, and raised as a Master Mason on April 6, 1964. He 
demitted to Benevolent Lodge #3 in Milledgeville, Georgia 
on March 2, 1976, serving as Worshipful Master in 1982. 
He served as a District Deputy to the Grand Master for the 
Tenth Masonic District for seven years and as Worshipful 
Master of the Tenth District Masonic Convention in 1990. 
In 1986, he was awarded the Grand Lodge Distinguished 
Service Award. He served as Master of Georgia Lodge of 
Research in Atlanta in 1994. He was appointed in 1994 as 
Third Grand Steward of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge 
of Georgia by Clyde E. Griffin and he served with distinc-
tion as Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in Geor-
gia in 2000. While serving as Grand Master, he served as 
the Host of the Conferences of Grand Masters and Grand 
Secretaries of North America held in Savannah, Georgia in 
2000. He was very active in Grand Lodge serving on several 
Committees until unable to serve. Brother Tom was also a 
longtime member of Clarence H. Cohen Daylight Lodge 
#749 in Martinez, Georgia having affiliated with them as a 
dual and charter member on September 7, 1995. 
 
He joined Constantine Chapter #4, RAM in Macon, Geor-
gia on May 10, 1965, Washington Council #6, in Macon, 

RSM, on May 20, 1965 and 
St. Omer Commandery 
#2, KT, in Macon, on 
June 3, 1965.  He demitted 
from these bodies in April, 
1976 and affiliated with 
Temple Chapter #6, RAM, 
Georgia Council #4, and 
Plantagenet Commandery 
#12, all in Milledgeville, Georgia, He was a past presiding 
officer of all these bodies and was invited to membership in 
Georgia Priory #39, Knights of the York Cross of Honour 
on June 11, 1983. He was very active in the York Rite bod-
ies and was elected to the Grand Chapter line, serving until 
1987 when he resigned while serving as Grand King of the 
Grand Chapter because of family and personal health rea-
sons.  
 
Brother Tom was invited to become a member of many of 
the Appendant-Honorary Bodies in Georgia and served in a 
position of leadership in many of them. He became a mem-
ber of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry on June 19, 1976. 
He was invested with the Rank and Decoration of Knight 
Commander of the Court of Honour on October 19, 1981, 
and was Coroneted an Inspector General Honorary, 33Á on 
December 2, 1989. He was very active in the Scottish Rite, 
doing ritualistic work and serving as the Personal Repre-
sentative of the Sovereign Grand Inspector General, in the 
Valley of Macon for several years. ,He also did the Lieuten-
ant Grand Commander part in the Georgia Thirty Third 
Degree team, for several years. Unfortunately, in later years, 
he was unable to attend in Macon and more so when the 
Valley moved to Warner Robins, and many of the current 
Valley members did not know him and his contributions to 
the Valley. 
 
Brother Tom was a longtime Methodist and member of 
First United Methodist Church in Milledgeville where he 
served some years as Chairman of the Administrative Board 
and Sunday School teacher.  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the offic-
ers and members of the Scottish Rite, Valley of Middle 
Georgia, hereby give formal expression of its grievous loss 
in the death of Thomas Lancelot Reese, II, and does hereby 
note in its records the passing from this life of a man who 
was esteemed by his associates, loved by his friends and 
respected by all. 
 

Joe E. Turner, 33Á Orient of Georgia Historian 



 

5 / August 2020  

WHEREAS, The Officers 
and Members in the Valley of 
Columbus, Orient of Georgia, 
Ancient and Accepted Scot-
tish Rite of Freemasonry, de-
sire to record their deepest 
sorrow at the death of their 
Masonic Brother, Illustrious 
Bascom Palmer Mills, Jr., 33Á 

who, since July 19, 1986, has served the Scottish Rite, Val-
ley of Columbus in several capacities. Brother Palmer in his 
years contributed greatly to mankind and our country. His 
zest for life, his accomplishments individually will not soon 
be forgotten and we are much better for his life here on 
earth. He was a kind, generous and compassionate Christian 
friend to many.   
 
Brother Mills was educated in the public schools of Jack-
sonville, Florida, Georgia and graduated from Landon High 
School. He then attended Mars Hill Junior College in Mars 
Hill, North Carolina, and graduated from Norfolk College 
of the Colleges of William and Mary with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Education. He served from 1955 to 1959 
in the United States Navy, primarily aboard the U.S.S. Tu-
tuilla, as a Shore Patrol Officer, in the Fifth Naval District 
Legal Officer and in the Chaplainõs Office of Norfolk Na-
val Base, in Norfolk, Virginia. After his discharge in 1959, 
he taught school in the Norfolk City School System for five 
years before moving to Georgia. In 1967 he became the 
Conventions Manager for Calloway Gardens in Pine Moun-
tain, Georgia. He then bought a Snap-On tool business and 
later a Western Auto store and operated them for several 
years. He was at various times a member of the Harris 
County School Board, Vice-Chairman of the Harris County 
Department of Family and Children Services, President of 
the Pine Mountain PTA, and active in the Pine Mountain 
Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Brother Palmer was initiated in Norview Lodge #113 in 
Norfolk, Virginia on September 1, 1961, passed to the De-
gree of Fellowcraft on October 6, 1961, and raised as a 
Master Mason on November 16, 1961. He demitted to 
Chipley Lodge #40 in Pine Mountain, Georgia on October 
1, 1974, serving as Worshipful Master in 1980 and secretary 
for nine years. He served for several years as the District 
Director of Masonic Education in the Fourth District. In 
1999, he served as Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge for 
Most Worshipful Grand Master James E. Miller. He had an 
interesting article titled òPracticing Enochismó in the June, 
1999 Masonic Messenger. 
 
He was appointed in 2003 as Third Grand Steward of the 

Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Georgia by Eli Stafford 
and he served with distinction as Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of Masons in Georgia in 2011. It was during his 
term as Grand Master that the masons of Georgia erected 
and dedicated a plaque at Warm Springs, Georgia, com-
memorating the one hundredth anniversary of future Presi-
dent Franklin Delano Roosevelt becoming a mason in Hol-
land Lodge No. 8 in New York in 1911. He was very active 
in Grand Lodge serving on several Committees until unable 
to serve.   
 
Brother Mills was also a longtime member of West Georgia 
Daylight Lodge #760, now James E. Miller Daylight Lodge 
#760, in Columbus, Georgia having affiliated with them as 
a dual and charter member on October 28, 2008. 
 
He joined Fort Benning Chapter #73, RAM, Fort Benning 
Council #73, RSM, and St. Aldemar Commandery #3, KT, 
all in Columbus, in a one day class on May 23, 1998.  He 
was a past presiding officer of all these bodies and was in-
vited to membership in Georgia Priory #39, Knights of the 
York Cross of Honour on June 11, 2005.   
 
Brother Palmer was invited to become a member of some 
of the Appendant-Honorary Bodies in Georgia and enjoyed 
his memberships in those bodies. He became a member of 
the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry on July 19, 1986. He was 
invested with the Rank and Decoration of Knight Com-
mander of the Court of Honour on October 9, 1995, and 
was Coroneted an Inspector General Honorary, 33Á on 
October 13, 2001. He was active in the Scottish Rite and 
served as classroom assistant, orator, Master of Kadosh in 
the Consistory and Venerable Master of the Lodge of Per-
fection in 2004. Unfortunately, in his later years, he was 
unable to attend regularly in Columbus, and many of the 
newer Valley members may not have known him and his 
contributions to the Valley. 
 
Brother Palmer was a longtime Baptist and member of 
Woodland Baptist Church in Woodland, Georgia where he 
served some years as deacon, Sunday School teacher, and 
led the congregation in singing.  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the offic-
ers and members of the Scottish Rite, Valley of Columbus, 
hereby give formal expression of its grievous loss in the 
death of Bascom Palmer Mills, Jr., and does hereby note in 
its records the passing from this life of a man who was es-
teemed by his associates, loved by his friends and respected 
by all. 

 

Joe E. Turner, 33Á Orient of Georgia Historian 

ILLUSTRIOUS BASCOM PALMER MILLS, JR., 33Á 
Born: November 8, 1933 ð Jacksonville, Florida 

Died: June 6, 2020 -- Decatur, Georgia 
PASSED TO THE GREAT BEYOND IN HIS EIGHTY SIXTH YEAR 
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Thanks to Georgia Masons, Lodges, foundations, companies, and individuals 

who supported the Cottage Campaign which has reached its funding raising 

goal for the construction of  five cottages at our Masonic Home campus in 

Macon. 

The first three cottages, named for Thelma Matthews, Walter W. Matthews, 

and Tommy and Bernice Irvin are occupied.  The fourth cottage is under con-

struction and will be named for Masters Lodge after the brethren made a very 

generous donation.  Donations sufficient to complete the fifth cottage, to be 

named in honor of  MWB Max Meyerhardt, the founder of  the Masonic 

Home, has been secured.  Construction will begin soon. 

The original building was constructed in 1905.  These five cottages will serve 

our children far into the future as we continue with our mission: 

To provide a safe environment 

For youth to develop themselves 

Physically, mentally, and spiritually. 

THANK YOU FOR A DREAM FULFILLED 

 ~Masters Lodge Cottage~ 

Cottage Campaign Concludes as a  

Success to the Work of Georgia Masons 
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