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Grand Lodge Calendar* 
*the Grand Lodge Calendar is correct as of the date of publication but may not reflect chang-

es made after that date. For current information on the Grand Master’s travels or Grand

Lodge events please see the Grand Lodge Website at glofga.org
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Grand Master’s Calendar* 
*the Grand Master’s Calendar is correct as of the date of publication but may not reflect

changes made after that date. For current information on the Grand Master’s travels, please

see the digital version of the calendar at https://glofga.org/glofga/index.php/gm-s-

calendar/2017-calendar

January 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 4 5 GM Forum 

Savannah 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 GM Forum 

Atlanta 

13 14 15 Lauren’s #75 16 17 Fergus 18 Lakewood 

#443 

19 GM Forum 

Greenville 

20 21 22 23 Welington 

#467 

24 25 26 GM Forum 

Augusta  

27 28 29 30 31 

December 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 CHOA Pa-

rade 

2 Masonic Home 

Christmas 

3 4 Philomathea 

#25 

5 6 Solomon’s 

#1 

7 Altamaha 

#227 

8 Blackshear 

#270 

9 Duluth #480 10 Ocean #214 11 Waycross 

#305 

12 13 14 James E. 

Miller #760 

15 

16 D.O.N. 17 18 Dougherty 

#591 

19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 
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Grand Mas-
ter Wilson 
was born in 
1953 at St. 
Joseph Hos-
pital of At-
lanta to Mr. 
Harold S. 
Wilson and 
Ms. Willine 
D. Gooch.
He was raised
in Lithonia,
Georgia and
was educated
in Dekalb
and Atlanta
Public
Schools. As a

boy he enjoyed hunting, fishing, and riding motorcy-
cles. Most Worshipful Brother Wilson had an older 
sister Charlotte (now deceased) and younger brother 
Danny who is married to Jane’s sister who lives in 
Ohio. He met his beautiful bride Jane in 1992 and they 
were married in 1994 and have been happily married 
for twenty-five years. Jane and he have six children 
(three boys and three girls), twenty grandchildren 
(thirteen boys and seven girls), and four great grand-
children (one boy and three girls).  
At the age of thirteen Grand Master Wilson started 
working in his father’s roofing business. After com-
pleting high school, he would begin to work full time 
in the business, and when his father retired, he would 
take over ownership of the family business. Jane and 
Grand Master Wilson are partners (or members) at 
The Cross Church of Loganville and they are happy 
that some of their children and grandchildren attend at 
the same church and worship with them.  
 Most Worshipful Brother Wilson was raised to the 
Degree of Master Mason in 1993 at Lithonia Lodge 
No. 84 and served as Worshipful Master of that Lodge 
in 2000 and again in 2001. He also served as Master of 
E.A. Minor No. 603 in 2006. Most Worshipful Broth-
er Wilson is also a dual member of Golden Fleece 
Lodge No. 6, joining there in 2008. He has served as 
President of Dekalb County Masonic Association, is a 

Past Ambassador to Masonic Children’s Home, and 
founding member of the 8th District Memorial Associ-
ation. Grand Master Wilson is a member of Royal 
Arch, Council, and Commandery and has served as the 
head of all three of those bodies. In 2014 he honorably 
served Georgia as the Most Excellent Grand High 
Priest of all Royal Arch Masons for the State of Geor-
gia. Two years later, he was honored with the distinc-
tion of being named Cryptic Mason of the Year for 
2016. Grand Master Wilson has been honored to re-
ceive the Knights of the York Cross of Honor and is 
currently a member of Georgia Priory No. 39 as well 
as Cherokee Rose Priory No. 56. He is an honored 
member of Luther Palmer York Rite College, and Al-
exander Conclave, Red Cross of Constantine where he 
is a Past Sovereign. Additionally, he is a member of the 
Royal Order of Scotland, and Knight Masons. In the 
Allied Masonic Degrees, Grand Master Wilson is a 
member of three Councils in this state including Geor-
gia Council No. 304 AMD, Augusta Council No. 327 
AMD, and Henry Troy Hooper Council No. 312 
AMD, and has served as Sovereign Master of both 
Augusta Council and Henry Troy Hooper Council.  
In addition to the York Rite Bodies, Most Worshipful 
Brother Wilson is a member of the Scottish Rite and 
has been honored with the rank and decoration of 
Knight Commander Court of Honor in that body. He 
has been very active on the stage crew at Scottish Rite 
for many years and been active in the 14th Degree. 
With the Associated bodies of the Scottish Rite, he is 
Past President of East Side Scottish Rite Association. 
Grand Master Wilson is also a member of Yaarab 
Shrine, Knights of Mecca, and the Royal Order of 
Jesters.  
Grand Master Wilson stated that, “To be elected as 
Grand Master of Mason’s in Georgia is one of the 
most humbling and honorable achievements in my life. 
I first want to thank God for all His many blessings! 
Second, I want to thank my wife Jane for her support 
and sacrifices, for I could not have accomplished this 
without her. You also must have the support of your 
family to be able to serve Masonry and to them all I’m 
deeply appreciative. I would also like to thank the 
brethren of Golden Fleece Lodge No. 6, Eighth Ma-
sonic District, and Covington York Rite.”  

Meet Our New Grand Master: 
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Introducing Grand Chaplain Gary Monk 

WB Coffee was born May 15, 1961 in Alva, Oklahoma.  He has been married to his 
wife, Wendy, for 38 years as of this writing and has 2 grown children Jarrod and 
Valinda.  He is a graduate of the Bradwell Institute in Hinesville, GA and the Uni-
versity of Maryland and holds a Master of Science degree in Information Technolo-
gy in addition to several other degrees. He has served in the U.S. Army and retired a 
Chief Warrant Officer Three (CW3) after 21 years of service.  He served tours in 
Germany, Korea, Texas, California, Virginia, and Georgia as well as tours in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, and Kuwait.  He is currently employed as a Program Manager of de-
fense contracts for the military.  
WB Coffey was raised in 1983 in Hinesville Lodge No. 271 where he served as 
Worshipful Master in 2001.  He affiliated with Martinez Lodge No. 710 and Clar-
ence H. Cohen Daylight Lodge No. 749 and also served as Worshipful Master of 
both.  He served as Master of the Lodge of Research #1 of Savannah and helped 
start Lodge of Research #6 where he also served as Master. WB Coffey is currently 
serving as the Worshipful Master of the 10th Masonic District and has served the 
craft faithfully on the MELD Committee, as a District Deputy, on the E & H Com-
mission, and is an instructor and curriculum coordinator for the Masonic Leader-

ship Conference.  In addition, he developed the MELD Course, “Symbolism of the Three Degrees.” 
WB Coffey became a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason in 1984 in the Valley of Savannah and was invested with the 
Knight Commander of the Court of Honor (KCCH Red Hat) in 1997.  He has been active on degree teams in Savannah 
and Augusta, Degree Communicator, VMAP Chair, and Master Craftsman Course Instructor.  He is a Shriner and mem-
ber of Alee Temple in Savannah and the Augusta Shrine Club. 
WB Coffey is a member of the National Sojourners where he serves as an Area Representative and a Member of the Com-
mittee of the 33 and has served on several National Committees. He is also a member of the Heroes of 76 where he 
serves as the National Junior Lieutenant.  
The craft should be very proud of WB Coffey and his accomplishments to date and we know he will continue to do great 
things as he serves our great Fraternity to the very best of his ability.  Please welcome and accept WB Brain Craig Coffee 
to the Grand Line as the Third Grand Steward and assist him, where possible, on his Journey to becoming Grand Master 
of Masons in Georgia! 

Marcus Gary Monk was born March 13, 1942 in Birmingham, Alabama.  He 
graduated from Auburn University (B.S. 1960) and East Texas State University 
(now a part of Texas A&M University– M.B.A. 1974).  As a Marine helicopter 
pilot he served in Viet Nam 1967-68 and flew 760 combat missions.  He retired 
as an International Captain with Delta Air Lines after 32 years. 
Initiated at Sandy Springs Lodge No. 165, he is also a Past Master of Grant Park 
Lodge No. 604 and Metro Daylight Lodge No. 743.  He has served as District 
Deputy to the Grand Master for Sub-District 5B, Development Committee 
Chairman, President of the Georgia Masonic Charities Foundation, Inc. and 
President of the Cobb County Scottish Rite Association.  He also serves as a 
member of the Scottish Rite Valley of Atlanta Executive Committee and a Trus-
tee of the Scottish Rite Foundation of Georgia.  Monk is a member of the York 
Rite and Yarrab Shriners.  His father was a Master Mason (Dolcito Lodge No. 
596, Tarrant, Alabama). 
Monk is married and he and his wife, Penny, have four adult children and four 
grandchildren.  They are active members of Roswell United Methodist Church. 

Introducing Third Grand Steward Bryan C. Coffey 
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GM Wilson Appoints Edgar Land, PGM as Grand Orator 

Edgar Land was born January 29, 1946 in 
Bartow County, Georgia.  His parents had 
moved there during the depression to find 
work at the Goodyear Rubber Company. 
Later that year they moved back home to 
Ellijay, Georgia.  His father, Oscar W. 
Land was a bi-vocational minister most of 
his life.  In the 1950’s his father was elect-
ed to a church in Canton, Georgia as a full 
time pastor.  During this time his father 
joined Canton Lodge No. 77 and later was 
High Priest of Canton Chapter and Illustri-
ous Master of Canton Council. Thus the 
seed was planted in Edgar’s mind that he 
would join the Masonic fraternity when he 
became 21. 
Edgar was educated in the public schools 
of Gilmer County where he graduated in 
1964 and entered Truett-McConnnell Col-
lege where he graduated as Salutatorian of 
his class.  He completed his BBA degree at 
the University of Georgia in 1967.  Imme-
diately after graduation he became a sales-
man for the West Bend Company until 
1971 when he entered the public account-
ing field.  After his apprenticeship, passing 
the CPA examination and working in the 
Atlanta area for three years, upon his 
brother’s tragic death in 1974, he moved 
back to Ellijay primarily to take care of his 
parents and opened his own accounting 
firm. On June 5, 1966, our brother married 
his childhood sweetheart, the former Bar-
bara Jean Parks, and they are the proud 
parents of one son, Brent and one daugh-
ter, Kimberly.  They were blessed with 
seven grandchildren.  Edgar and Barbara 
are both active members in the New Hope 
Baptist Church of Ellijay where Edgar is a 
deacon and the pianist and Barbara is the 
Assistant Sunday School Secretary. Edgar 
has also been an active member of the 
Ellijay Lions Club and the Gilmer County 
Rotary Club, having served as president. 
He had over twenty three years of perfect 
attendance in the Rotary Club.  Edgar and 
Barbara have been very active community 
members for many years including the 
local chamber of commerce and a board 
member of the Ellijay-Gilmer County Li-
brary Foundation, currently serving as 
President of the Foundation.  Edgar assist-
ed in coaching his son in baseball and later 
was very active in the Gilmer Band Boost-
ers when both of his children were in the 
band.  He served one year as President of 
the Gilmer Band Boosters.  
After he turned 21 in 1967, he petitioned 
Oak Bowery Lodge Number 81 where he 

was initiated as an Entered Apprentice on 
October 13, 1967, passed to Fellowcraft 
on November 7, 1967 and raised to the 
Sublime Degree of Master Mason on De-
cember 13, 1967.  He immediately became 
active in his lodge but was not able to ac-
cept a station as an officer until the early 
1980’s.  He was one of the initial members 
of Georgia Mountain Daylight Lodge 758 
when it was formed.  He continued his 
Masonic education in the York Rite and 
became a Shriner in Yaarab Temple in 
June 1968.  He was Master of his lodge in 
1989 and led his lodge to receive the 
Grand Master’s certificate for his sub-
district from the late MW Earl D. Harris, 
who was his mentor and friend. 
He continued his Masonic journey after 
being Master and became active on the 
District level after the Late WB Charles 
Allison, District Deputy, asked him to 
enter the Ninth Masonic District line in 
1990 where he served as Master in 2000. 
(During his year as Master of the Ninth 
Masonic District, Brother Land visited 
each of the sixty four lodges in the Ninth 
District.)  During part of this time he was 
also District Director of Masonic Educa-
tion and Counselor for the Prosecution for 
the Ninth District, serving under different 
Grand Masters. During the 1990’s he 
served on the Grand Lodge Finance Com-
mittee for several years. He also served on 
the General Welfare Committee as well as 
the Property and Investments Committee 
where he was serving as Chairman when 
he was appointed Third Grand Steward in 
2007. He joined the Georgia Lodge of 
Research in 1989 where he continues to be 
a member.  He served as Master of the 
Georgia Lodge of Research in 2003. 

Brother Land is also an active member of 
Ellijay Chapter 150 Royal Arch Masons 
where he served as High Priest and later 
was anointed, consecrated and set apart as 
a member into the Holy Order of High 
Priesthood.  The year he served as High 
Priest of his chapter, he was selected as 
Royal Arch Mason of the Year from the 
Ninth District.  ME High Priest Eli Staf-
ford also awarded his chapter the Royal 
Arch Chapter of the Year award from the 
Grand Chapter.  He is also an active mem-
ber of Summit Council Number 19, Royal 
and Select Masters where he served as Il-
lustrious Master and later received the de-
gree of Order of Silver Trowel; Blue Ridge 
Commandery Number 37, Knights Tem-
plar, where he served as Commander, and 
later received the Knight Crusaders of the 
Cross; and Coosawattee Shrine Club 39 
where he has served as Treasurer and Pres-
ident.  He also received his Scottish Rite 
degrees in the Valley of Atlanta, Orient of 
Georgia. He became a member of the 
Knights Commander Court of Honor in 
2011. He is an active member in the Appa-
lachian Mountain Scottish Rite Associa-
tion.   He is an active member of the Rufus 
R. White Conclave of the Red Cross of 
Constantine in Dalton where in 2017, he 
served as Puissant Sovereign. He is a mem-
ber of the George Washington Chapter 
Order of DeMolay. He is a member of 
Cherokee Council 439 Allied Masonic De-
grees and Georgia Council 304 Allied Ma-
sonic Degrees where he served as Sover-
eign Master in 2015.  He is also a Compan-
ion Knight in the Luther G. Palmer York 
Rite College No. 123 and a Knight in the 
Cherokee Rose Priory No. 56 Knights of 
the York Cross of Honour. 
Edgar M. Land was appointed Third 
Grand Steward by MW Brother Eli Staf-
ford on May 18, 2007 after the untimely 
death of Grady T. Bozeman.  He served in 
each office of the Progressive Grand Line 
and was elected Grand Master of all Ma-
sons in Georgia in Macon, Georgia and 
installed on Wednesday, October 23, 2013. 
He completed his term on October 29, 
2014. 
Since he left the office of Grand Master, 
he continues to be very active in our Fra-
ternity where is currently serving on the 
Jurisprudence Committee as well as the 
Finance Committee.  
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Worshipful Brother Col-
vard has spent over twenty 
three years in Emergency 
Services as a certified para-
medic and has served as a 
director and administrator 
of EMS in several capaci-
ties. In that same time, he 
served as a flight medic, 
paramedic instructor, ex-
traction instructor, and 
worked in crash injury 

management. In 1992, Worshipful Brother Colvard became 
the owner of Emergency Vehicle Sales. However, Worship-
ful Brother Colvard did not step away from public service 
entirely. He has served as Deputy Coroner for Elbert Coun-
ty since 2000 and worked as the Dive Team Director for the 
Elbert County Sheriff’s Department beginning the same 
year.  
Worshipful Brother Colvard  was raised to the Sublime De-
gree of Master Mason February 23, 1995 in Philomathea 

Lodge No. 25. He Served as Master of Master Philomathea 
Lodge No. 25 in 2001 and is currently serving in the East 
again this year. Worshipful Brother Colvard served the 8th 
District as MELD Director from 2001-2004 and as 8th Dis-
trict DDGM District leader from 2010-2014. He was elected 
Worshipful Master of the 8th Masonic District Convention 
in 2009. He began serving as the Secretary of the 8th Ma-
sonic District in 2012. Worshipful Brother Colvard served 
with distinction as the State Chairman for the District Depu-
ties to the Grand Master for four years beginning in 2014. 
Worshipful Brother Colvard has also served the York Rite 
and is a Past High Priest of Oliver Chapter No. 25, Royal 
Arch Masons, a Past Illustrious Master of Elberton Council 
No. 25, and is the current Commander of Godfrey de Bouil-
lon Commandry No. 14. Worshipful Brother Colvard is also 
a member of Ralph C. James Council No. 311 Allied Mason-
ic Degrees and W. Joe Clarke York Rite College No. 203. In 
the Scottish Rite, Worshipful Brother Colvard is a 32nd De-
gree Master of the Royal Secret. 

Introducing Grand Marshal  

Ray 

Worshipful Brother Sikes was 
raised to the Sublime Degree of 
a Master Mason March 26, 1996 
at Golden Fleece Lodge No. 6 
in Covington Georgia. He is 
also a member of Mansfield 
Lodge No. 489 in Mansfield, 
Georgia where he served as 
Master in 2009 and 2014. Wor-
shipful Brother Sikes served as 
District Deputy to the Grand 

Master from 2011-2016 and as District Chairmen for the 
8th District in 2015 and 2016. In 2016 Worshipful Brother 
Sikes was elected Master of the 8th Masonic District Con-
vention and was elected Masonic Home Trustee for the 
8th District in 2017. 
He received the York Rite Degrees in 1996 and is a mem-
ber of Covington Chapter No. 71, Covington Council No. 
41, and St. Bernard Commandery No. 25. He became a 
Noble of the Yaarab Shrine in 1996.  Worshipful Brother 
Sikes Received Scottish Rite Degrees in 2009 in the Valley 
of Atlanta. Worshipful Brother Sikes would like to thank 
Most Worshipful Brother Mike Wilson for the opportuni-
ty to serve with him. 

Introducing Grand Tyler Joe Colvard 

Code Bill Resolution 

01-2018 Passed 

02-2018 Passed 

03-2018 Passed 

04-2018 Passed 

05-2018 Passed 

06-2018 Passed 

07-2018 Passed 

08-2018 Passed 

09-2018 Passed 

10-2018 Carry to 2019 

11-2018 Passed 

12-2018 Passed 

13-2018 Passed 

14-2018 Failed 

15-2018 Passed 

16-2018 Out of Order 

17-2018 Withdrawn 

18-2018 Failed 

19-2018 Withdrawn 

20-2018 Passed 

21-2018 Passed 

22-2018 Passed 

23-2018 Failed 

Resolution 1 Failed 

Edict 2018-1 Passed 

Edict 2018-2 Passed 

2018 Grand Lodge Code Bill  

Results 
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Grand OratOr’s MessaGe 

BEING THE PROPER EXAMPLE TO OTHERS 

 

 

 

As I was meditating in the word of the Lord one morning, John 13:15 came to my mind of what Jesus said to 

his disciples in the Upper Room, “For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.”  

The question immediately popped into my mind, “Am I leading by example or only by statement?”  There is a 

big difference. 

Each one of us has heard various people give good instructions on how to live our lives. When the instructor 

does not “practice what he preaches” we tend to “shut him out” and ignore him.  However, when someone 

we know who lives a good life gives us good instruction, we tend to listen more intently and apply it to our 

lives like we should. 

Therefore, we ask ourselves this question, “How can I be a good example to others”? First, if we have a good 

heart, we should strive to be courteous and polite to all those in with whom we come in contact. We should 

always respect others and show kindness to them, whether or not they deserve it. 

Albert Einstein once said, “Setting an example is not the main means of influencing another, it is the only 

means.” 

We should always have a cheerful attitude and keep a smile on our face.  When we face life’s strongest battles, 

remember that “things can always get worse.”  By looking to being grateful for everything that happens to us 

(as Ephesians 5:20 tells us), others will take notice that something is different.  They might even ask us why we 

are so positive in a negative situation and give us the opportunity to help them due to our good example. 

When we differ with others, we should do it with love in our heart.  Always respect the feeling of others, and if 

they react with hostility, be temperate in your response.  Stand up for what you believe but don’t do it with 

arrogance.  Don’t badmouth others. Show integrity in any response.  You never know what problems others 

have or have had that might be influencing their current attitude. Don’t blame others for your mistakes.  Ad-

mit you were wrong and apologize.  No one is perfect and the one who never apologizes does not receive very 

much respect. Remember what Samuel said in I Samuel 2:3 …the Lord God is a God of knowledge, and by 

him actions are weighed. 

Don’t try to be better than others.  Try to be better than your previous self.  If we all remain open minded to 

the fact that we make mistakes, our attitude will be much more positive since when we do make a mistake, we 

will immediately apologize for it and move on. 

Live your life so it will always be a positive example to others and influence others to want to be more like 

you.  Regardless of your past, you can direct your future in any direction you choose. 
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On a very warm South Georgia Saturday at the Annual Children’s Home Family Day in the midst of two more 

cottages—the first cottage completed and the third cottage under construction—the officers of the Grand 

Lodge of Georgia, Masonic Children’s Home Ambassadors, Directors, Trustees, alumni, architects, builders, 

family, friends, members, and benefactors dedicated the second Children’s Cottage in the name of Walter Wes-

son Matthews.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grand Lodge Officers had just dedicated the grave marker for MWB Al Garner, PGM that morning and 

proceeded from that solemn ceremony to one of a more celebratory tenor.  

The sun shone brightly that afternoon, so gathering under the side portico of the cottage, MWB Larry Nichols, 

PGM introduced former Governor and Brother Roy Barnes. Brother Barnes spoke on the great charge we have 

as Masons to look after those who are in need, especially the children of the state of Georgia. 

Most Worshipful Brother Nichols continued the ceremony by reading from some early proceedings of the 

Grand Lodge of Georgia which discussed the open-

ing of the Masonic Home of Georgia in 1905. MWB 

Nichols drew parallels between the great achieve-

ments of that day and our current endeavors to pro-

vide the best environment for those who were placed 

in the care of our Fraternity. He looked to the future 

when those who would come one hundred years after 

us would look back on the great accomplishments 

which today’s Masons have strove to secure.  

Before the dedication, the final speaker was to be Br. Walter Matthews himself. He 

talked about his upbringing through during the Great Depression, “I somehow, during 

those years, I developed a special love for children that were around us. There were so many children that did 

not have the privileges that I had in a bankrupted family...it was a horrible time. But it is a real honor for me to 

have the name of my family on these buildings. Because I feel that like when I leave this earth that it has been 

something worthwhile and useful. Not just a monument on a hill somewhere.” 

Brother Matthews talked about his life, struggles, and successes that got him to where he was today. “We started 

Grand Lodge of Georgia Dedicates Second Cottage                 

at Children’s Home 
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our business with...a $750 loan that the government guaranteed when we 

were discharged from the service. And together with...Jim Nettles we put 

our $750 together and ordered welding machines. We started producing 

things people would buy from us.” Brother Matthews went on to say that 

he didn’t “know how to thank the people who have worked with me over 

these years. There are probably two dozen of them here today as guests of 

the home, and their 

names are on this 

‘Inspire’ [picture] you 

see here...I guess somehow God looks after us.” 

 

Continuing with the ceremony, with for-

mer Governor and Brother Roy Barnes 

acting as Master Architect, the Deputy 

Grand Master, Senior Grand Warden, 

and Junior Grand Warden all performed their duties finding the cornerstone to be “square,” 

“level,” and “plumb.” The Deputy Grand Master, Senior Grand Warden, and Junior Grand 

Warden all then applied the elements of consecration—corn, wine, and oil—to the corner-

stone. Additionally, two more donations were made to the Cottage Campaign  

After the dedication ceremony, all were invited inside to view the new cottage and to contin-

ue to enjoy the Annual Family Day with a lunch of hamburgers and hotdogs on the grounds.  

It was a great day in Georgia Masonry as we move forward in the Cottage Campaign and its all thanks to the 

dedication and contributions from our great Fraternity! 
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Freemasonry Around 

Georgia 

The Cobb County Masonic Convention recently participated in the Cobb County Fourth of July Pa-

rade. The Convention has been participating in the parade since 2001. At a recent meeting of Samuel S. 

Lawrence Lodge No. 721, SLL was presented with the trophy for having the most Lodge members in 

attendance for that parade. Congratulations to all! 

The Traveling Men Masonic Motorcycle Riders Club held their annual state meeting in Jackson, Georgia and recently pre-
sented a new charter to Chapter No. 23, Sons of Solomon. Chapter No. 23 is from Fayetteville, Georgia. The purpose of 
this organization shall be to bring together Masons whose common interest is motorcycle riding, promoting good fellow-
ship, and encouraging membership in the Fraternity, following the precepts of Masonry and aiding and assisting its mem-

bers. 
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Grayson Lodge #549 hosts its annual Bib 
Overall "Old Timers" Night. Grayson Lodge 
holds its Old Timers night every year usually 
in October, and encourages all to wear bib 

overalls. There were not as many this year as 
usual due to a special York Rite program 

presentation. Next year come out and visit and 
wear your overalls.   

Every May the Harris County Masonic Scholarship 
Association (HCMSA) hosts a Scholarship dinner 

where the recipients are recognized for their 
achievements in school. Since 2003 the HCMSA 
has given over 60 scholarships which totals over 
$30,000. This year's dinner was held at Hamilton 
Lodge and our guest speaker this year was RWB 

Michael Wilson Deputy Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Georgia. The HCMSA was start-
ed in 2003 by the four lodges of Harris County for 

the purpose of recognizing the seniors at Harris 
County High School with an academic scholarship 

towards college.  

Amelia Rivers of Newnan, Georgia was awarded the 
McIntosh Lodge #735 Annual College Scholarship in 
the amount of $500. Miss Rivers embodies the princi-
ples of Freemasonry by volunteering her time in ser-

vice to the elderly and children of her community. She 
performs regular piano recitals for elderly residents of 
a local senior-living community. She has also estab-
lished a book exchange for children in her pediatri-
cian's office to encourage them to read more. Miss 

Rivers will be attending Mercer University in Macon, 
Georgia where she will double major in English and 
Piano Performance. She expressed such gratitude for 
this generous scholarship which she will use to pur-

chase her first-semester books for college.   

Four generations of Folsom’s as Master Masons in 
Adel Lodge No. 310. Zach Folsom, Talmadge Fol-
som, Greg Folsom and Zane Folsom. Proud Grand 

Father and Dad (middle) on the Raising of Zach 
and Zane (L and R) to the Sublime Degree of Mas-

ter Mason. 
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The costs of  a college education continue to rise. If  you or friend or relative is seeking a high-
er education, he or she should be looking for every possible financial resource. 
  
The Scottish Rite Foundation of  Georgia, Inc. awards scholarships annually. For the 2019 – 
2020 academic year the Foundation will award $1000 Scholarships to 75 Georgia students.. 
  
Qualifications: 

· Georgia Resident 
· Seeking an Undergraduate degree 
· Will attend a Georgia School. Eligible schools are those listed on the Hope Scholarship 

Eligible Institution List. 
· GPA: 3.0 or greater (Not Weighted) 

o   Note: High schools will often provide a “Weighted” GPA to reward students for Ad-
vanced Placement Courses. Because both High School students and those enrolled in 
institutions of  Higher education compete for the Scholarships only “Unweighted” 
GPAs can be accepted. High school students should advise counselors that the “Non
-Weighted” GPA must be shown on transcript. 

 
The application period will close January 31st 2019. No extensions will be granted. 
Apply at https://gascottishrite.org/index.php/scottish-rite-foundation/scholarship-program 

Complete instructions will be found at the Web Portal listed above. 

Note: Scholarships are awarded on a competitive basis and must be completed entirely by the 
applicant. Activity by someone other than the applicant may cause the application to be de-
clared invalid. 
  
The Scottish Rite Foundation of  Georgia wishes all applicants great success in their academic 

pursuits. 

https://gascottishrite.org/index.php/scottish-rite-foundation/scholarship-program
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COVINGTON YORK RITE FESTIVAL 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2019 

DEGREE WORK BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:30AM 

Chapter, Council Degrees and Orders of  Commandery Conferred 

Candidates must have PROPER PAPERWORK! 

 

PLACE: Golden Fleece Lodge No. 6 

1104 Clark Street 

Covington, GA 30014 

 

Time: 6:30AM Registration 

REGISTRATION FEE: $10 

LUNCH: DONATION 

PATENTS: $5 EACH, ALL THREE $15 

DEGREE WORK TO BEGIN PROMPTLY AT 7:30 AM 

  

Contact: Ben Polston 

(678) 571-2738 

Email: bwpolston@gmail.com 

FIND YOUR CLOSEST YORK RITE 

http://www.yorkriteofga.org/york

-rite-by-city.html 

PETITION FOR  YORK RITE BODIES 

http://www.yorkriteofga.org/
bpfiles/combpet.pdf 

 

GEORGIA YORK RITE WEBSITE 

www.yorkriteofga.org 

mailto:bwpolston@gmail.com
http://your.website.address.here/
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The Common Gavel 

By Brother Tim Henry, 32° 

...continued 
“Big John and the Kid” 

I was treated fairly. I was respected. I was expected to 

give a day's work for a day's pay. All the things that a 

young man should learn from their father.  

I moved on from Heaton Erecting in a few years and 

started towards a career that would carry me forward to 

where I am now. The lessons I learned at Heaton have 

never left me. I laugh hard, I work hard, I don't ask of 

my guys something I wouldn't do myself. However, this 

Masonic thing just keeps coming up. I can't shake the 

idea of it. I meet more Mason's—some to be admired 

some to be cautious of. I begin to ask questions of those 

that I "feel" are honorable and still can't grasp what it is 

they know that I don't. Understand, I have no family for 

which to confide and the men I am asking are acquaint-

ances, so how do I know? Who do I trust? What is this 

pull towards something that I can't get an answer on?  

Twenty years! Twenty years go by, I still struggle with the 

notion of Freemasonry. I am a Deacon in my church. My 

family is well. I teach Sunday School. I do all the things 

that I feel God has drawn me towards: mission trips, 

building homes for people without a way to provide for 

themselves, on and on. All of it—yet—there is still this draw, this strange, unfamiliar, unrelenting curiosity. 

Flint Hill Lodge #371 is less than two miles from my house, it's always been there. My life was spent in the shad-

ow of the steeple that sat on top of that Church and Lodge. You must understand, I was born and raised in the 

same house that I live in today. My friends went to church in the bottom of the Lodge and we often did Cub 

Scout activities in and around the Lodge. The Lodge was a part of “who we were” as a community. It happened- 

one faithful morning my wife called and told me the lodge had burned. I was out of town and it struck a very 

somber note in my heart. I missed it, I wasn't there, I could have helped, I would never know what was inside.  

The aftermath of the Lodge burning lasted for weeks, driving by the charred pile of rubble everyday was dis-

heartening to say the least. Will they rebuild? Will the Lodge return? What happens now? Weeks passed and the 

police ribbons came down the pile of charred rubble was put in a dumpster and two old oak trees and a road 

sign and flag pole remained to give testament that a Lodge once stood here.  

And then one day I see the front page of the paper which advertised a ribbon cutting and ceremony. The lodge 

was being rebuilt! I read through the article saw some familiar faces at this event and as I read I came across this 
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one quote. The man said, "one day these children will remember this day, the day the lodge returned" as I read 

that I realized ... Holy Cow! The quote was from none other than Big John Callahan, he was here, he was two 

miles from my house. Are you kidding me? I missed my friend, I wasn't there, he was here and I was doing 

something else.  

Well, that did it! I knew this man, I trusted this man, he was instrumental in so many things in my life and he had 

no idea. Enough was enough. I decided that I was going to the Lodge and figure this out. I had two dear friends 

who were serving with me as Deacons I asked them, “Alright. How does this Mason thing work?” They ex-

plained to me what I had to do so off to the races I went and in less than a year I was done! Master Mason at 

last! Questions answered and crazy ideas squelched. Now, there is some business that I need to attend to. Where 

is Big John? A couple of years go by and I have not found him, I ask questions at meetings, I seek out brothers 

who might know him, I never give up! Finally, at the Barn Degree I was helping with the Third-Degree Team of 

the Scottish Rite when I over hear two brothers talking and they say the words I had been waiting years for “Big 

John.” I immediately hurry over and interrupt them and inquire of my friend. We exchange information and de-

vise a plan for me to surprise John and the meeting took place. John and I could at last sit in lodge together, I 

was able to truly enjoy the essence of the man. I knew now who he truly was, what made him sit and share a 

meal with me as a young man. I had finally achieved some understanding,  

He's a MASON! -through and through. For me that night was like joining two worlds together the past and the 

present, that which was lost has now been found. For so many years, and I now have found the missing piece. I 

now know why these men are gap fillers, they become a bridge for knowledge and wisdom, love and compas-

sion, charity and restoration to a life full of questions and with very few answers. It is not easy to lead and men-

tor, what I've learned is this: making a difference is easy, the type of difference is the difficult part. I heard it said 

one time "Adolph Hitler made a difference." We have a choice what that difference is going to look like.  

This was written as a way for me to sort out some of life's pieces. I have learned that God is in the long game 

business. The Square and Compasses having been shining light in my life for so long and I had no idea where it 

was coming from. I have come to this conclusion, you and I are like a 1000-piece puzzle in our mother's womb 

and upon birth that puzzle is dumped out and scattered. Life's job is putting that puzzle back together. You see 

God has a plan for every one of us, sometimes we start out trying to put the center of the puzzle together with-

out realizing we need to work on the edges first. There are times when I feel like we work on the wrong puzzle 

all together and some of us are so hard headed we won't even turn the pieces over to try and match the colors.  

Big John Callahan was and is a large piece of my puzzle, he was never aware of this, he was never asked to fill a 

huge hole. He just did. My story or puzzle as it was, has taken twenty years for this one piece to emerge and for 

me to realize, God has been directing my path for a long time in this one area. It often feels like you have found 

that elusive corner piece and now other pieces begin to surface and plug in where they belong. So, I search my-

self more often as of late. Am I filling in pieces for young men and women? Am I being that light that illumi-

nates in a triangular fashion? Am I standing firm to those principals on yonder book this vow I took? 

See the October issue of the Masonic Messenger for Part One of this story. 
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Annales or “a Chronicle” 

By Daniel P. Bennett, Editor 

Myths, Legends, and Lies—A Multipart Exploration 

 

I was recently engaged in a conversation regarding our Fraternity’s myths and legends and the legitimacy of 
such stories. There are about as many origin stories and legends for our Fraternity as there are appendant 
bodies in our Fraternity—antediluvian myths, the Templar mythos, our supposed ancient origins in Egypt, 
Biblical myths, and even the legend of our association with Solomon’s Temple itself. For example, I don’t 
know how many times I have cringed as I listened to a Worshipful Master state that our rituals were per-
formed on the very floor of King Solomon’s Temple! As the discussion continued, the question came down 
to this: “If the legitimacy of these myths can not be ascertained, or even if they are outright fabrications, then 
what is the point of continuing to propagate them?” 

Almost all occult groups have these “myths,” “legends,” or “created histories” if you will from Masons, to 
Martinists, to Golden Dawn Magicians.  

I have recently been giving a talk in some Lodges regarding the myth of the Masonic Forget-Me-Not which 
has obtained, in this day, an almost mythical status within Masonic circles although there is every bit of evi-
dence (all easily acquired in 2018 with the expanse of documents and research being posted to the internet 
and digital repositories) to disprove it. So why do we continue to believe this myth as we do so many others?  

I must offer a disclaimer here before continuing. Not only am I a trained historian, but I am also a cynic and 
a realist.  

Now that we have that out of the way, let us continue.  

I am unsure as to how many are aware of the fact that there exist two very distinct “schools” of Masonic 
thought and research. It is important to begin there before moving on to my broader point. Because for us to 
grasp where some of these myths emerge from, we must first understand that at a previous point in Masonic 
history (a point in which the Quator Coronati Lodge of Research and Robert F. Gould did not exist) Mason-
ic scholars could eschew just about any fantastical hypothesis, link, story, or tradition and offer little to no 
historical backing for it. These two “schools” of history in the Masonic world are the “Romantic” school and 
the “Authentic” school. Quoting Arturo de Hoyos, Grand Archivist and Historian for the Supreme Council 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, SJ in his chapter in the Ritual Monitor and Guide, “A Brief History of 
Freemasonry and the Origins of the Scottish Rite” states, “the ‘authentic school,’ which relying on the disci-
pline of historical research, advocates a ‘transition theory’ back to the operative stonemasons of Scotland and 
England, and the “romantic school” which believes that Masonic legends, symbolism, and circumstantial evi-
dence point to a number of other possible origins. Among the most popular “romantic” notions of origin are 
Solomon’s Temple, the Tower of Babel, the medieval Knights Templar, the Hermeticists and/or Rosicru-
cians, the Essenes, the ancient Egyptians, and any number of the ancient mystery religions and/or schools 
(De Hoyos, 77). 

The historiography of the institution of Freemasonry as a fraternal organization goes back almost as far as 
the beginnings of the society itself. What is certain is that within the Masonic fraternity, historicist tendencies 
have been present from these beginnings, as certain members within the group tried to create a mythical his-
tory that purported to stretch back eons into the past.  

The very earliest written histories of Freemasonry made clear that there was a concerted effort to link our 
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Enlightenment-founded institution with the succession of generations that had come before it, so that the Fra-
ternity and its ceremonies were perceived and understood to have passed from patriarch to patriarch in one con-
tinuous line. This “romantic” school of Masonic historiography is best evidenced in the writings of Dr. James 
Anderson, Albert Mackey, and others who wanted to link King Solomon, Moses, Noah, and in some cases Ad-
am himself to the Fraternity, while other writers later linked the Freemasons with the medieval Knights Templar. 
One can see this penchant for the blending of myth, historical fact, historical legend, and sincere historicizing 
ambition in some of Masonic history’s earliest scholarly works.  

The oldest manuscripts in existence that provide a historical narrative of the organization are the Regius and 
Cooke Manuscripts, which first appeared in 1390 and 1450, respectively. These manuscripts contain some of the 
first mentions of the geometry of Euclid, the term “masonry,” as well as language relating to a “Worshipful Mas-
ter” and “the craft.” The Regius Poem ends with a statement that Euclid traveled through Egypt and other 
“diverse lands” teaching and explains that this is therefore how Freemasonry made its way to England and the 
English-speaking world.  

Shortly after the founding of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717, Dr. James Anderson was commissioned to 
create a constitution and “charges” or rules and regulations for the organization. This work, entitled Constitutions 
of the Free-Masons in the year of masonry 5723, was published in 1723 and subsequently revised in 1738. Within this 
book of “dos” and “don’ts,” and comprising almost half of the work, is the first “official” narrative record of 
Masonic history. It also appears that Anderson was influenced by the various Masonic manuscripts such as the 
Cooke and Regius manuscripts circulating at the time.  

Anderson instructs that new members after their admission to the Fraternity are to be read this lengthy history 
which traces Masonry or Geometry—terms which Anderson and others in Masonic history equate as one and 
the same—from Adam and his offspring all the way down through Noah and his sons, through the building of 
the Tower of Babel, after which Masonry, according to Anderson’s legendary account, spread to the far reaches 
of the Earth and among all peoples. From the Israelites working on the pyramids in Egypt— Moses being the 
Grand Master of Masons at that time—to the Tabernacle in the wilderness of the Exodus and eventually to the 
time of King Solomon himself, all of the great characters in the Old Testament or Abrahamic pantheon, Ander-
son transformed into Masons, all well-skilled in the “Royal Art” of Freemasonry. Anderson tracked the history 
of Freemasonry down through the building of King Solomon’s Temple, after which Freemasonry spreads to 
Babylon, Greece, Asia, and Africa where many great men of history are all found to be—or at least suspected or 
rumored to have been—Masons.  

Anderson eventually brings his history through the building of the Second Temple, the Grecian eras and up to 
the time of the Roman Empire, during which he integrates the school of Vitruvian architecture into his story and 
explains the dispersion of Freemasonry throughout the Roman Empire and thus into the far reaches of Gaul 
(France) and the British Isles. Waves of war and destruction separated by periods of peace and progress mark 
Anderson’s history of Freemasonry up to the time of King Athelstan, who became a great patron of the Masons 
in England and after whom all of the reigning kings and queens of England employ, protect, and patronize Ma-
sons throughout their kingdoms.  

Anderson’s history is largely mythical, but still remains one of the prime examples of early Masonic narrative his-
tory and historical consciousness. Furthermore, it illustrates what the early modern Freemasons thought not only 
of themselves, but also those that came before them, and how their fraternity connected to the European and 
Western civilizational narrative tradition.  

This foundational narrative proved remarkably durable; many Masonic historians could be consulted regarding 
the origins and past of the institution, however many authors such as William Preston, Albert G. Mackey, Mi-
chael Ramsay, and others—although very scholarly in the manner with which they went about researching the 
history of Freemasonry—still fell into the habit of repeating and reinforcing the various “romantic” legends and 
myths associated with the organization’s origins and development. What was created in the wake of such histo-
ries or statements were a plethora of Degrees all built upon a story or legend.  

 

...to be continued 
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November 11th at 11am 2018 marked the One Hun-
dredth Anniversary of the armistice that ended World 
War I. The war to end all wars involved 65 million 
people from 30 countries and lasted from 1914-1918 
costing the live of 10 million soldiers and hundreds 
of thousands of casualties. The United States official-
ly entered the war in April 1917 when President 
Woodrow Wilson asked a joint session of Congress 
for a declaration of war against the Empire of Ger-
many. In May Congress passed the Selective Service 
Act instituting the draft, the United States entered the 
war with 2.7million draftees and 1.3 million volun-
teers. The State of Georgia added 100,000 soldiers to 
the war effort. 

The city of Marietta and Cobb County threw them-
selves into patriotic activities. The national flag was 
displayed in a manner not seen since the Union occu-
pation after the War of Northern aggression. April 
26, Confederate Memorial Day, both the Stars and 
Stripes and the Confederate flag led the parade 
through town with veterans of both the Northern 
and Southern armies and a large number of citizens. 
Businessmen and farmers held mass meetings to or-
ganize the resources of the county for the war effort. 
June 5th, 1917 was registration day for all men 21-30 
years of age, more than 2,200 men were registered 
from Cobb County. Churches, civic groups, business-
es, Boy Scouts, the local newspaper, ladies of the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy, the YMCA 
and the members of Kennesaw Lodge No. 33 were 
anxiously engaged in preparation for war. 

Kennesaw Lodge No. 33 contributed much in the 
way of man-power, 30 Brothers served in the military 
as both officers and enlisted men. Those too old for 
military service served on boards and the Home 
Guard, of the five member board of registrars  fours 
were members of #33; Dr. W.H.Perkinson, J.M. 
Gann, J.E. Dobbs and W.E. Swanson, Bolan Glover 
Brumby was elected captain of the Home Guards. 
Bolan Glover Brumby was also chairman of the 
Cobb County Chapter of the Red Cross; James J. 
Daniell, PM was treasurer, while George E. Daniell’s 
jewelry store had an elaborate and patriotic display in  
his store window. When the Soldiers Welfare Com-
mission was formed to provide comfort for the men 
off duty Dr. J.D. Malone served as chairman, James 
T. Anderson was treasurer and M.D. Hodges as a 

committee member. Guy H. Northcutt, Thomas Pat-
ton, Lindley Camp, Glenn Giles, Joe Brumby and 
William T. Holland were among the men from Mari-
etta that attended an early training camp at Ft. 
McPherson in Atlanta. 

The Lodge as a whole was active in the war effort, 
June 15, 1917 the Lodge voted to buy $300 worth of 
US Liberty Bonds with an additional purchase of 
$500 in 1918. In August a motion was made and se-
conded to purchase a Bible for Brothers who an-
swered the call of duty. Blackjack Mountain was se-
lected as an artillery range, many of the artillery units 
from Camp Gordon, near Chamblee to hone their 
skills. January 4,1918 the Lodge was visited by Lt. 
Sam H. Marshall Battery C 319th Field Artillery and a 
member of Palestine Lodge 486 attended a regular 
communication and gave a wonderful talk to the 
Brethren. With soldiers from all across America 
camped in Marietta, the Secretary was instructed to 
have a large placard placed at the YMCA building at 
the camp and the soldiers Clubroom in town inviting 
soldier Masons to attend the communications. In 
1918 the Lodge had the pleasure of a visit from 
Brothers from New York, Pennsylvania, Massachu-
setts, Florida, and Alabama, all training with the vari-
ous artillery units at Camp Blackjack. A service flag 
with a star for each of our soldiers was purchased and 
presented to the Lodge on February 1, 1918, and the 
Lodge voted to remit the dues of all of its servicemen 
during their tour of duty.  

A COMMUNITY, A LODGE, AND A WAR 
By Right Worshipful Brother Jan Giddens, Senior Grand Deacon of the Grand Lodge of Georgia, F&AM 
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In the spring of 1918 the artillery units at Camp Blackjack were finishing their training and returning to Camp 
Gordon for deployment to France. Many parties and parades were held in Marietta to send off the 
“Doughboys” they had grown to know and love. Colors were purchased and presented to the three regiments 
who trained in Marietta; the 319th, 320th, 321st and 157th Artillery Regiment, Eighty-second Division. The artil-
lery range, along with Camp Blackjack were closed in the autumn of 1918. The newspapers began a series called 
“Honor Roll of Cobb County’s Heroes” listing the names of Cobb County men killed in action. All the mem-
bers of Kennesaw 33 returned alive and well. 

To honor the return of its members the Lodge voted to hold a banquet, with entertainment, speeches and a roll 
call of the servicemen. October 3, 1919 was the date chosen, the Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master 
Charles L. Bass was the keynote speaker followed by a quartette from some of the Atlanta Lodges. A roll call of 
30 veterans who served in the Great War answered “present”. All agreed it was a fine evening enjoyed by all af-
ter which the Lodge was closed. Later several of the Lodge Brothers were instrumental in organizing the first 
American Legion Post in Marietta in honor of Horace Orr, the only man from Marietta killed in action. 

At the November 2018 meeting of Kennesaw Lodge No.33 a special meeting was held to commemorate the 
centennial of the end of World War 1. The final resting place of as many of the veteran Lodge Brothers was lo-
cated and a 48 star flag was placed at their grave. Four were buried in the Marietta National Cemetery while sev-
eral others were buried in the many local cemeteries around Marietta and Cobb County. A plaque with the 
names of all the veterans was prepared along with the folding of a large, very old, 48 star flag that was found in 
the fire proof room of the lodge. The flag was placed in a triangle flag holder and both the flag and plaque were 
placed in a prominent place in the Lodge. The Lodge has sent its members to war in every American conflict 
since the war with Mexico in 1846 and we honor all our Brother veterans on Veterans Day 2018. 

Kennesaw 33 marks another milestone as it celebrates one hundred and seventy-five years as a Lodge. The 
Lodge was chartered in November 1843 and has been a vital part of the community and its history. Many of the 
Mayors almost every Sheriff and many of the prominent lawyers, Judges and businessmen have belonged to the 
Lodge. It has the distinction of being the oldest Lodge north of the Chattahoochee River. The Lodge was char-
tered on November 9th,1843 and has had one Grand Master, Samuel Lawrence, who served from 1869-1872 and 
as Grand Secretary in 1873. The Lodge Hall is one of the largest and most beautiful in all of Georgia, and con-
tinues to bring good men into its ranks every year, making sure of another one hundred and seventy-five years 
of Masonic service.  



 

22 / December 2018 

It had been a long morning up until that point when my watch chimed 

twelve noon. Present at the time were four sitting Grand Masters, a num-

ber of Grand Line officers, and over three-hundred in attendance. There 

had been speeches, presentations, awards, and a cold wind that cut just 

enough to make a warm coat a necessity. I wondered how the candidate 

would feel. As the men filed into the center of town in their furs, animals 

contorted into hats, and moccasins, with hatchets in hand and brought the 

Lodge to order,  you got the feeling like you had been transported back in 

time—at least for a brief moment.  

The Degree at YNOT was a spectacular event which was a pleasura-

ble treat for all those who were involved and attended. It was a great 

day of fun, food, fellowship, and first-rate degree work put on by 

Dallas Lodge No. 182, Worshipful Brother Eddie Gurley, The Dallas 

Fellowcraft Club, and the Mississippi Mountain Men. The Town of 

YNOT is a unique setting, conceived and built by Brother Al Walker 

and his brother and with the help of many of their friends. It is a 

western-themed outdoor Old West “Town”  complete with a general 

store, church, out-

house, saloon, bank, hotel (brothel), and other period buildings. 

There were cowboys and mountain men wherever you looked, 

Wyatt Earp showed up in Masonic regalia, and even our very 

own Senior Grand Warden came decked out for the event in his 

period attire. 

The day started off 

with three smokers full 

of BBQ, beans, and 

other “cowboy eats” to 

fill the bellies of some 

hungry Masons. Brethren could sit back and 

relax with their ladies and families by listening 

to some good Bluegrass music provided by 

Worshipful Brother Tim Adair and others or-

food could be “worked off” by a game of 

horseshoes, or leisurely walking around the grounds at YNOT. Even the Grand Master 

Michael Wilson and Past Grand Master Phillip Hastings of Tennessee. The results of the 

Brotherly game of horseshoes resulted in GM Michael Wilson being dubbed the YNOT 

Horseshoe Grand Master and GM Hastings being dubbed the YNOT Horseshow Dep-

uty Grand Master. Our Most Worshipful Brethren were even awarded with “collars” and 

“jewels” fit for their high offices. Other awards were presented: Distinguished citizen 

award, honorary state citizenship awards (for our out of state guests). Additionally, Con-

YNOT 
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gressional Flag Presentations—as part of the Capitol Flag Program—were presented to MWB Wilson for his 

dedication to the Fraternity and to Brother Walker for his service to his Country as a Veteran, as well as his ser-

vice to his county, city, and Fraternity. Other presentations included full membership for one of the Mississippi 

Mountain Men (who was on a probationary period) and a special award presented to Worshipful Brother Eddie 

Gurley by the Mississippi Masonic Mountain Men.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grand Lodge Officers were all presented with some “alternative YNOT transportation” to assist them in 

their travels across the state should their usual mode of transportation fail.  

After the presentations, the Mountain Men retired into the “Bank” to get into character. They emerged from 

their preparation room like our forefathers from another time, solemn and serious, and set to their work. They 

used Uniform Work from Mississippi, which to a Georgia Mason’s ears might sound a bit odd, but all in all the 

lessons were taught and the Raising of the Candidate to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason was accom-

plished. It was truly a once in a lifetime experience for anyone who attended the event. Hopefully we will see it 

again soon if you missed your opportunity! 

Congratulations to all again for their work in the quarries of Freemasonry!   
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“Veterans Corner” by Worshipful Brother Rick Conn, MSA  

An Appeal from the Masonic Service Association 

To All the Brethren of Georgia: 

Many of our Nation’s Veterans that receive care at Atlanta, Augusta, or Dublin VA Medical Centers are Patients 

that often come to the V.A. only for an appointment but find out they will be admitted. They usually come un-

prepared to spend the night. A large number of personal items are required to meet the needs of the patients. 

While we frequently receive donations of products, we still must purchase other items for the patients. Your 

continued support and assistance is essential for the provision of these items. 

I am asking your that your Lodge, and its Members support the Masonic Service Association in a small way. A 

monetary donation or a collection of sample size goods (1~3 oz.). Volunteer with us as we visit hospitalized pa-

tients to provide them the comfort items they need. Pass on the medicine of good cheer. 

If you would like to volunteer, the work is not hard. In fact, it’s not work at all. It’s more like a leisurely walk. We 

visit with around 25 to 30 patients each day. Some take two minutes of our time, and some take ten, but 999 out 

of 1,000 patients are glad to see us. We thank each for their service to the country. They are proud to be Veter-

ans of the different Services and many conflicts. The weather is always good inside the building,  and registered 

volunteers are  eligible for a Lunch Pass in the VA Canteen dining room. You can volunteer one or more days 

each month.  

The goal is to have a volunteer from a Lodge in each of the 3 VAMC’s within our area. At the present time WB 

Doc Bowman’s  position of VA Rep. at the Dublin VAMC is in need of filling. WB Doc passed away recently 

leaving a large hole in our MSA program. If you would like to be the MSA Representative for the Dublin VA 

please contact me at rickconn@bellsouth or call me at 678-873-3491. In addition our MSA Representative for 

the Atlanta VAMC has retired and we are looking for a replacement for him also. Please contact me for either 

VAMC so I can get the ball rolling to have you appointed to the VA as a Rep. Our Representative in Augusta 

VA, WB Chuck Riggin, is doing a great job. We have good fellowship and I’d like for somebody from your 

Lodge to be able to come back to you and report first-hand on our activities. 

The MSA Hospital Visitation Programs presents the public face of Freemasonry in a positive light by quietly 

serving while offering relief to the sick and distressed.   

If you wish to contribute monetarily to the MSA program, all con-

tributions should be made by check, payable to the Masonic Ser-

vice Association and designated for the facility of your choice, 

(either Atlanta, Augusta, or Dublin VAMC), and mailed to The 

Masonic Service Association, 3905 National Drive, Suite 280, Bur-

tonsville, MD 20866. These donations are applied 100% to our 

Hospital Visitation Program, at those facilities. Please contact me 

for donations in kind or to volunteer. 

Thank you for your support and we invite you to visit the VA any 

weekday (Monday through Friday). Experience first-hand how 

grateful the hospitalized Veterans, their families, and Masons are 

for this valuable service.   
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Georgia ChIP Communication Corner  

By Worshipful Brother Cabot Rohrer 
Happy Birthday to Georgia Child Identification Program!  
 What a journey it has been over the past 10 years. We are well on 
our way to reach 120,000 ID’s by year end.   Just in the month of 
October, 14 events were scheduled! How do we accomplish all of 
this? The answer is simple: It is the continual heartfelt dedication 
of our GACHIP Team, scores of volunteers and “YOU” my 
Brethren.  See the picture, where we welcome Brother Bob 
Mount as a Director in the 7th District and congratulations to 
Worshipful Brother and 7th District Director Jamie Watkins as 
the winning district for the highest number of ID kits.   
 
As you are compiling your list of New Year’s resolutions, I ask 
that you consider donating to the Georgia Child Identification 
Program.   Please give consideration to donating to the Georgia 
Masonic Charities Foundation for GACHIP and live out the 
theme of our new Grand Master by “Making a Difference”!   
 
Pay to the Order of:  GMCF and in the memo line designate:  
GACHIP.   
Mail to:  Grand Lodge of Georgia Free and Accepted Ma-
sons, PO Box 4665, Macon GA 31208 
 
Our year is winding to close and we have so much to be grateful 
for with the GACHIP program in reaching our 10th year anniver-
sary. We are grateful for YOU and all the individuals who have 
made a contribution of time, talents and travel for the program. 
Like it is often said, ‘it takes a village’ to raise a child.  GACHIP is 
and should be an integral part of that village through the ID pro-
gram. 
 
I end the article with a New Year’s poem from our Masonic 
Brother and Poet Edgar Albert Guest: 

The New Year’s Caller: 
COME, open your door, there's a friend wait-
ing near  
Who is eager to wish you a Happy New Year;  
He rings at the bell and he's ready to shout:  
'The New Year is in and the old year is out;  
And long may you prosper and long may you 
smile,  
May happiness dwell with you all the while.'  
 
Come, run to the door! There's a friend wait-
ing there,  
Go bid him to enter, and draw up his chair;  
Come, fill up his glass and pass him the cake,  
For fewer and fewer are calls that friends 
make;  
Come, shout in reply to his message of cheer:  
'Long life to you, friend, and a Happy New 
Year!'  
 
'A Happy New Year and a wealth of success,  
May love and prosperity never grow less;  
May each year that follows be happier, too,  
May Time and Grim Sorrow deal gently with 
you.'  
Come, run to your door! There's a friend 
waiting there,  
Invite him to enter and draw up a chair.  
 
Come, open your heart! There's a friend wait-
ing near  
Who is eager to share in your sorrow and 
cheer;  
He longs for your friendship, and fain would 
he win  
The way to your heart. Will you not let him 
in?  
He knocks at the door. Would you send him 
away  
Or greet him with love and implore him to 
stay? 
 
I hope that you, my Brethren, will place at the 
top of your 2019 Lodge priority list to sup-
port both financially and through volunteer-
ing for the GACHIP Program.  GACHIP is 
one of our most visible charities and a great 
opportunity for all of us to provide a lasting 
community outreach. 
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James Britt 
Stone Mountain  
Lodge No. 449  

Aaron Hershel Jackson, Sr. 
Mount Hermon  
Lodge No. 304 

From L to R: George Wheeler, Leon Morris, James Lynch, Edward Lynch, Wendell Good-
man, James Dunn, Duck Carden, George Cadeaus 

Davidson Lodge No. 34 

Roger Trower 
Folkston Lodge No. 196 

Joseph Hudson Cantrell 
Rose Hill Lodge No. 484 

Alexander Thomas Dopson 
Milan Lodge No. 393 

Jesse Harrison Tow, Jr. 
Yonah Lodge No. 382 

Leon Mix Boyce 
Hinesville Lodge No. 271 

Charles Larry Tuggle 
Oostanaula Lodge No. 113 

Walter F. Rosso 
Fort Benning  
Lodge No 579 
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Bill Sexton 
Etowah Lodge No. 222 

Don Cargill 
Etowah Lodge No. 222 

William Herndon 
Elm City Lodge No. 544 

Bobby Whitley 
Elm City Lodge No. 544 

James Lewis Higgins 
College Park Lodge No. 

454  

Tom Allen Edenfield 
Roger Lacey Lodge No. 722 

Thomas Henry Parker, Jr. 
Roger Lacey Lodge No. 722 

Virgil Lee Webster 
Tennille Lodge No. 256 

James Taylor Davis 
Floyd Springs Lodge No. 167 

Nimrod Majors 
Norcross Lodge No. 228 

Bill McNeal 
Norcross Lodge No. 228 

Leland Alexander 
Palmetto Lodge No. 74 

Robert Edward Heath 
Guyton Lodge No. 428 

William Kenneth Layne 
Guyton Lodge No. 428 

Virgil Auston Mills 
Hill City Lodge No. 319 

Willie Mack Smith 
Stone Mountain Lodge No 

449 

James Ronald Bracewell 
Atlanta-Peachtree Lodge No. 59 
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Robert Chastain 
Hampton Lodge No. 70 

Thomas Peek 
Palmetto Lodge No. 74 

Franklin Johnny Smith 
Palmetto Lodge No. 74 

William Ralph Bobo 
Palmetto Lodge No. 74 

Billy Stuckey 
Dexter Lodge No. 340 

Thomas Eugene Richards 
Springville Lodge No. 153 

Eugene Jackson Craven 
Coweta Lodge No. 60 

David H. Smith 
Coweta Lodge No. 60 
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Paul David Wiley Sr. 
College Park No. 454 

Harold Peterson 
Waynesboro Lodge No. 274 

Earl Thomas 
Dexter Lodge No. 340 

Jim Weaver 
Tucker Lodge No. 42 

Wesley Allen Hooks 
Ridgeway Lodge No. 

104 

Clyde Elton Bryant 
Zingara Lodge No. 519 

Fred William Costner, Jr. 
College Park #454 

Polie Matthew Elrod 
Bacon Lodge No. 56 
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Charles A. Stewart, Jr. 
Mabel Lodge No. 255 

Joseph Edwin Tibbitts 
Dallas Lodge No. 182 
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In Memoriam Members Reported Deceased from October 
10 to November 30, 2018 

Name: Lodge No. Name: Lodge No. 
HELMEY JR, CLIFFORD WINFIELD  1 

FRAZIER , JOHN HENRY  24 

ANDERSON , BOBBY  32 

MERCER , RONALD RHODEAL  33 

SMITH , BILLIE JOE  33 

STEPHENS , JOHN BOBBY  37 

CHILDS JR, WILLIAM HAINES  49 

KNITTEL , ROY FRANKLIN  64 

SEARCY JR., FRANK JAMES  69 

NICHOLS , SHERMAN BRANTLEY  86 

BABB , DONALD OLAN  105 

HALL , JAMES EDWARD  111 

BURKE , HARRY EUGENE  111 

RICKARD , OLIVER TONY  113 

JONES , JESSIE LAMAR  113 

CRUMBLEY , STANLEY CURTIS  131 

PLUNKETT , MELVIN LEE  167 

YARBROUGH , JOHNNIE FRANK  167 

GRESHAM , BOBBY WINFRED 178 

TODD , JOHN NORMAN  180 

WHITFIELD , ALBERT DIXON  180 

YATES , GARY ALLEN  180 

STEIN , DONALD SAXON  216 

FORRESTER , JERRY HARRISON  219 

FLOYD , ANCEL JOSEPH  241 

WILLIAMS , FRANK ISHMALE  251 

MOORE JR, ROBERT EARL  288 

SCOTT , CHARLES EBB  292 

ABBS , WAYNE EDWARD  294 

WARD , EUGENE JOSHUA  305 

COLLINS SR., MICHAEL ALLEN  307 

MOTES , MYLES STANLEY  309 

OWEN JR, ROBERT OLIVER  319 

FINDLEY , VAN EDWARD  428 

PORTER , PATRICK ULYSSES  428 

TUTEN JR, JACK WALTER  428 

HINELY , REWIS LANIER  440 

CHAFIN , EDGAR OWEN  444 

LONG , HOUSTON LEE  455 

SHEDD , JAMES HAROLD  456 

PROCTOR SR, HAROLD EUGENE 457 

BOSS , FREDERICK WILLIAM  480 

COLLIS , CECIL PHILLIP  483 

EVANS , HAROLD EDSEL  572 

ROBINSON , ROBERT HARRY  579 

ANDERSON , WEYMAN 579 

GUY JR, MILTON BENJAMIN  586 

CARPENTER , LUTHER DANIEL  690 

MANES , ALLYN EDWARD  703 

ABERNATHY , JOE TARVER  708 

STEWART , JOHN FORREST  710 

PERKINS JR, GEORGE EDWARD  710 

CHAPMAN JR, CLYDE ALLISON  717 

BONILLA JR, WILLIAM 717 

Richardson Jr., Richard Theodore 722 

Scott , Leon Winston 722 

HUGHES , EROYCE RONALD  730 

DAVIS , JERRY V.  738 

DART , THOMAS ELDON  114, 184 

WOOD JR, CARL LEE  131, 268, 744, 766 

BOWMAN , ADOLPH EARL  217, 756 

DEKALB , DONALD INMAN  753, 111 

ENDOWMENT FUND CONTRIBUTIONS 
October 9, 2018  TO December 3, 2018 
 

$500 OR MORE 
 
Columbian Lodge No. 7 
Oak Bowery Lodge No. 81 
Rose Hill Lodge No. 484  
Howell R. Roberts 
First Masonic District 
 
 
 
$1,000.00 OR MORE 
 
Elmer Hicks Estate 
John & Emma Derst Foundation 
Harry N. Flowers Estate  
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